QUISITE
DIVINE:

TheWearable
Art Show
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PHOTOGRAPHED BY MIKE DAVIS

n October, St. Volodomyr Cultural
Centre in Oakville will again host
what is claimed to be the best show
of wearable art in
Canada. “If you want to find fashion
that is unique, this is a fun, visually
stimulating show of one-of-a-kind
pieces,” says Bonnie Glass, one of the
show’s founders. “It’s an experience of
wearable art for the Bohemian at heart”
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earable art, or
art you can wear,
is the artistic
expression
of fine craftspeople in such
media as fabric, leather, silver,
metal, and more. The pieces
include clothing, jewellery,
handbags. They are unique,
individual, handmade and
slow fashion” as opposed to
fast fashion.” One piece can
take as long as 35 hours to
create, although it varies for
each artist. Annette Graydon,
president of The Wearable Art
Show, reveals that it took her
three years to complete a coat
after taking a workshop by
Bonnie once.

Wearable art never goes
out of style and can be
investments that actually
outlive the original purchaser.
Some of Bonnie’s pieces
are returned to her and
she is able to resell them.

“You don’t go unnoticed
when you wear wearable
art,” says Annette.

Over three days in October,
about 40 artists will display
and sell their own pieces.
Opening night on Thursday
Oct. 20 will be a gala event
featuring a fashion show
of “real,” relatable people,
not models, wearing the
pieces. Admission to this is
$15 and includes a glass of
wine. The evening offers an
exclusive shopping experience
for customers who get first
chance at purchasing the
new creations. On Friday
Oct. 21 and Saturday Oct.

22 admission is $10.

The show includes a
challenge for artists in
the show who want to
participate. This year’s theme
is “Interwoven,” requiring
the combination of different
materials and crafting
methods in one piece.

«

«

A Art for the body. Top left, the green shoulder bag is by Karen Gunna. The top is a design of Catherine Goetz. The
necklace is the work of Naomi Assenheim. The middle topper is a Bonnie Glass. Right, the felt hat is Janet Martin’s.
The pink scarf was created by Elina Ten. The striped tunic dress is a piece by Anna Perena. Bottom left, the “Cleopatra

”

Two or more artists may neck piece is a creation of Bonnie Glass, while the pink purse is by Christine VonBun. At right, the white painted shirt
collaborate in the creation. is the art of Irina Rapaport. The necklace of hand-blown glass and silver is a piece by Berna Kilic. The shoulder bag is
Visitors to the show can another Karen Gunna.
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SOME ARTISTS &
THEIR COMPANIES

Naomi Assenheim,
Opal Wing

Eve Farber Fashion Design
and Illustration

Bonnie Glass Originals
Catherine Goetz, Catkin Design
Karen Gunna Leather
Berna Kilic, Studio Ada

Janet Martin, Wool and
Silk Inspirations

Anna Perena Fashion Design

Irina Rapaport Jewellery
and Textiles

Elina Ten, Eco Couture
Christine VonBun,
g € Exotic Skin Handbags
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» Bonnie in her studio with a coat she
created and a portrait that shows the
coat. Bonnie was given some bright
pink stretchy fabric and combined it
with some navy blue Guipre Lace she
had in stock. She had a portrait painted
by Laurie McGaw, of Lynn Johannson
wearing the coat. Bonnie calls the
painting “Portrait Perfection.”
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Two Bonnie Glass jackets
on display in her studio.

vote on the pieces for the
people’s choice award while
the patron’s choice is another
award given. Some of these
items will be for sale but
need to remain part of the
display throughout the show.

Treasure

“We wanted a treasure box of
a show,” says Bonnie, who
was a founder of the show

in 2007 when it was called
the Just For Us Originals
show and was held in
Toronto. In 2009 the name
was changed to The Wearable
Art Show and since 2017 it
has been held in Oakville.
Bonnie has been working
at her craft for almost three
decades; 2023 will be her
30th year. For ten years
from 1998 she had a studio
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in Williams Mill, Glen
Williams. She now makes only
jackets, coats and toppers.

“A topper is a lighter weight
jacket or top that can be worn
indoors and under a larger
coat,” explains Bonnie. “It
can be worn layered with a
blouse or sweater underneath
or on its own but it is still
lightweight, so shouldn’t
be in the jacket category”

These days she works out
of her home studio, which is
the only place where people
can purchase her creations,
by appointment, outside
of such opportunities as
The Wearable Art Show.

Bonnie describes her pieces
as being “distinctive in their
combinations of line, texture
and colour, often accented
with bias trims I create myself.

» Colourful toppers
by Bonnie Glass in
her studio.



A Bonnie pointing to framed inspiration boards in her studio. Because she
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likes to design for specific types of people, she assembles photos of items

that might suit them.

Curved lines in my jackets,
coats and toppers, originally
inspired by the Art Nouveau
movement, are a hallmark

as well. Timeless design has
given the garments longevity,
but it is the artistry in them
that makes them collectible
now.” Every piece is original,
unique and may even be given
a name. Her market tends

to be women over the age of

40 who understand and can
afford the prices of the pieces.
“It takes time to know
who you are, to step into
yourself,” says Bonnie. “I love
those clients” It’'s important
to Bonnie that the piece
complements the person. She
uses a lot of fabric samples
in her work, doing what she
calls a lot of upcycling.
“The whole piece sings as
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Lrveyors of fine Cheeses and CharCUterieS

P
CHEESE o SECRETS

Check us out. Now offering full picnic supplies to go.

* Focus on Canadian artisan cheeses * New favourites every week ©
* \ery special international cheeses © Catering services ¢

» Charcuterie platters, gift baskets, giftware, accessories & more! ¢

38 Market St. NOTL, ON T ] |
905.468.2555 MARKETST. ¢
cheesesecretsniagara@gmail.com
cheesesecrets.ca

REGENT ST.
|

QUEEN ST.

Opening May 28!

Grand Dining Cruise
Friday—Sunday
12:30 p.m. & 5:00 p.m.

Lunch Cruise & Blazing ™
Fiddles Show
Tuesday—Thursday

Group rates available

et

Unwind & Unplug at Grand River Cruises

Cruise Ontario’s largest river in the charming town of Caledonia, Ontario

grandrivercruises.ca

Call 800-847-3321 for more info or reservations
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A A bounty of bags in leather. From the top, a pink purse by Christine
VonBun. The grey and green shoulder bags are Karen Gunna creations.

a whole,” observes Annette.
Bonnie is mostly self
taught, having no formal
training or education other
than some night courses at a
community college. In this
she is much like many other
talented, creative artists.
“You can’t be taught line,
colour and texture,” she
declares, adding that if
you have an intuitive or
natural sense or feeling for
those qualities, it’s a gift.

Environmental Benefits
There are environmentally
friendly reasons to buy
wearable art. Slow fashion
outlasts disposable clothing.
Made locally, the pieces
come from known sources

and locations. Workers are
not being exploited to make
them. Buying these pieces
is an investment for life or
even beyond. Purchases
support artists and allow
them to continue enriching
their communities.

“People’s attitude to clothing
has changed after COVID and
all the supply chain issues,”
believes Bonnie. “They have
an increased appreciation for
where clothes come from.”

The most important
reason to buy wearable
art is for the pleasure. No
one else will ever wear the
exact same piece. Whether
to project wealth, success,
taste, knowledge or another
desirable trait, wearing an art
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A Adisplay of jewellery. The two pieces of hand-blown glass and silver are the

work of Berna Kilic. At centre is a chain mail necklace created by Lord Normand.
The large Labradorite pendant is by Naomi Assenheim. The two cuffs at bottom
are from Karen Gunna.

ﬁ In Bonnie’s house, even dolls and figurines

get dressed in Bonnie Glass originals.

piece helps to make it easy to
stand out in any gathering.
The Wearable Art Show
will be held Oct 20 to 22 at St.
Volodomyr Cultural Centre,
1280 Dundas Street West in
Oakville. Reduced early tickets
are available online at www.

thewearableartshow.com. The

show’s motto is “Experience the

Exquisite. Acquire the Divine”
“I get asked if I design

clothing for the theatre,” says

Bonnie. “I don’t. I want to

take theatre to the streets.

It makes life better” NEV
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» Bonnie in

her large home
studio with some

of her collection
of fabrics. @ -

We got your
attention.

Now
let’s get
theirs.

ads@NEViews.ca
905.866.7888

You need
more
Foodstuffs
in your life!

FOODSTUFFES

Specialty e Bulk e Health

89 Main Street South
Downtown Georgetown
905.877.6569

Foodstuffs.ca
Foodstuffs_lnc’ f
Foodstuffs.Georgetown

Find Your Nature

With my experience, enthusiasm, and expertise,
I look forward to helping you get the most
out of your real estate experience.

WWW.SUZANNELAWRENCE.CA

CR Realty, Brokerage. Independently Owned & Operated.

KEEP YOUR BASEMENT DRY FOR YOUR FAMILY'S SAKE.

R

wisecrackscentral.ca

FOUNDATION
REPAIR,
INJECTION
SPECIALISTS

1-899-941-27125

¥ @WiseCracksCentral
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