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A

long, impressive flower-filled
border stretches from the road
to the house in Maureen Bailey’s
country garden.
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Within walking distance of the north side of the Niagara
Escarpment near Georgetown, Maureen Bailey has created a lush,
colour-filled garden that blooms throughout the seasons.
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Hollyhocks, clipped evergreens, hostas and creeping bellflowers are among the noticeable
plants growing well among the Escarpment rocks of the long border. PHOTO BY GLORIA HILDEBRANDT.

M

aureen describes her garden as “an informal country garden, where self-seeding
lupins and hollyhocks pop up wherever they feel like it. Lots of colour from
daffodils and tulips in spring to mums in the fall. An ancient hemlock tree
surrounded by Lily of the Valley in season is an interesting focal point.”
This doesn’t capture the entirety of her achievement. While the most dramatic element
is the long border that reaches 75 feet long and 15 feet wide, there are also borders
along the front of the property and the opposite property line, with some smaller beds
punctuating the large front lawn. Maureen’s garden completely frames the front yard. A
few years ago, it was part of a Georgetown Horticultural Society garden tour. Like all
gardens, this one has grown and changed over the years since its beginning.
“I moved here in 1985,” she says, “and would have put in some flowers
somewhere on the property.” Her interest in gardening has deeper roots.
“My grandfather loved gardening and especially flowers, and my first garden was at
my first house when I got married, which was in England. We emigrated in 1963.”
She makes it look easy to create and keep this English cottage-style garden, saying that she doesn’t
work to get her fabulous colour combinations, and makes plans for only some areas of the garden.
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Pink roses and wild pink mallows beautifully light up the dark blue
delphiniums. PHOTO BY GLORIA HILDEBRANDT.

A wood-chip pathway edged with cobblestones
winds through the centre of the 15-foot-wide long
border, providing access for planting and weeding.
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JD’s Garden Centre has an
array of visual interests to
amaze! Offering multiple
plants and attractions
for any type of gardener.
Knowledgeable staff, well
cared-for plants.

OPEN DAILY 9AM TO 5 PM | 705.859.2393
231 10th Sideroad. Tehkummah, Manitoulin Island
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The long border in summer, showing Black-eyed Susans growing
near steps among Escarpment rocks.

“If something appears
that I like, I just leave
it,” she says. Like many
other good gardeners, she
claims she doesn’t have
many secrets to success.
“I try to buy good plants
and I use Miracle-Gro,” she
says, adding “When the
weather permits, I spend
lots of time gardening, or
should I say weeding!”
As for favourite plants,
she doesn’t think she has
any, but every year, she buys
chrysanthemums, impatiens,
Sweet William and geraniums.
“I enjoy the seasons,” she
emphasizes, “in the spring
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Volunteers like this strong, healthy hollyhock, are allowed to grow where they pop
up. PHOTO BY GLORIA HILDEBRANDT.

The large front
lawn is punctuated
by lushly planted
garden beds.

FOR THE LOVE OF ALL THINGS WOOD
519.217.7982 jayscustomsheds.com

Hunter Green
EQUESTRIAN CENTRE

Day lilies and hollyhocks stand out in this part of the long border.

Riding Lessons

905.749.4432
14145 Eighth Line, Georgetown
https://huntergreenec.com/
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Closeup of red bee balm. PHOTO BY GLORIA HILDEBRANDT.
Large growths of these
bee balm, day lilies and
phlox provide another
strong colour combination
in the border along the
garden’s north property
line. PHOTO BY GLORIA
HILDEBRANDT.

the daffodils and tulips, then
the Lily of the Valley and
Forget-me-Not and so on.”
These photographs
were taken in July. As for
keeping such a large garden
looking great, and not being
damaged despite owning a
dog, Maureen has no problem,
saying “Chanel likes being in
the garden with me and just
sits and enjoys the scenery.”
Maureen’s final thought
is “My garden is an enjoyable
place, not just to smell the
roses, but to appreciate nature
and to feel so good at the
end of the day when I look
back and a weedy area is now
looking so inviting!”
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Maureen Bailey and Chanel near part of the front border.

Gardens Open in 2021

Earth Bound Touring Gardens
Red Bay, South Bruce Peninsula

April 1 – Thanksgiving Open Daily 9 am – 5 pm
Tour gardens and Destination Garden Centre
www.earthboundgardens.com

Folmer Touring Gardens, Garden Centre & Gift Shop

Willow Farm Grasses

597326 Grey Rd. 29, Bognor
May15 - Thanksgiving.
Thanksgiving. Open Thurs.-Sun.
9am-5pm or by chance/appointment
Grasses, Native plants, Tour Gardens
willowfarmgrasses@gmail.com

2668 Hwy 9, Walkerton
April 1 - Christmas Open daily 9-5, Sunday 10-4.
10-4.
30 acre tour gardens, destination Garden Centre, Gift
Shop and Greenhouse
www.folmergardens.com

Blossom Hills Gallery & Gardens

Tour Rural Gardens of Grey & Bruce Counties

Froggies Song

May 1 – Sept 30 Open, self-guided tours

22 individual gardens.
Details at www.ruralgardens.ca

Holland Centre 1km East of Hwy 10.
June 1 - Oct 3 For map & hours
Google: Blossom Hills Gallery & Gardens
blossomhills01@gmail.com
154552 Grey Road 32, Flesherton
Open daily by chance or appointment
May to end of September
Shade gardens, pathways, a pond.
sable@morganharvey.com
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