ABSOLUTE BEAUTY:

The Year-Round Riches
OF THE Niagara Escarpment

I

am a self-taught photographer working
in multiple genres including macro,
landscape, and abstract photography. I
seek to capture beauty in this world with
emphasis on shape, colour, and texture. I find
all three characteristics in abundance along the
Niagara Escarpment.
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Brock Harris Lookout at Mt. Nemo
Conservation Area provides a wonderful
view from the Escarpment.
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TOP: Located within Twenty Valley, Ball’s Falls
Conservation Area in Jordan offers two waterfalls.
These are the upper Falls in spring.

O

ver the years I have
photographed the
Escarpment around
Niagara Falls,
the gorge at Niagara Glen

BOTTOM: The more accessible lower Ball’s Falls
are beautiful year round.

Nature Reserve, Ball’s Falls
Conservation Area in Jordan,
and Mt. Nemo Conservation
Area in Burlington. The
numerous locations and
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BOTTOM: There is a manmade water control
structure in the Ball’s Falls Conservation Area,
just downstream of the foot bridge over Twenty
Mile Creek.

changes of seasons provide
an endless number of
possibilities for images. Spring
and summer provide lush
vegetation and an infinite

TOP: In May, large amounts of algae floating
on the surface of Twenty Mile Creek create
beautiful abstract designs.

TOP: The water flow along Twenty Mile Creek and
BOTTOM: Throughout autumn, the hickory,
over Ball’s waterfalls varies from a turbulence during white oak, and yellow poplar trees at Ball’s Falls
spring rains down to a trickle in the late summer.
are ablaze in orange and gold.

variety of green foliage.
Autumn dazzles with brilliant
reds, oranges, and golds.
Continued on page 38
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Mt. Nemo
Conservation Area in
Burlington has five km
of hiking trails that
connect with the Bruce
Trail.
The Bruce Trail
runs through Jordan
and the Balls Falls
Conservation Area
just south of the
Lower Falls.

The Ball’s Falls Fairchild Pioneer Cabin is furnished with items reminiscent
of the 18th century. “The Ball’s Falls area along the Escarpment is my
favourite location for photography,” says Chuck. “The diversity of the
landscape, seasonal changes, and historic buildings provide numerous
opportunities for photography under different lighting conditions.”

Early winter, before the
first snows, brings starker
images that emphasize
the rocky trails and large
boulders. And, of course,
winter in Niagara Falls is
an unbeatable setting for

spectacular photography.
The mist from the falls
alights on tree branches
and coats them with
layers of ice which reflect
the night lights from the
casinos and hotels.
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For years the Balls Falls Flour and Grist Mill was the only one in the area.
Today the flour mill is operated in order to produce bags of flour that are
for sale to visitors.

According to an Ontario historic plaque at the site, the Ball’s Falls fourstorey Grist-Mill, built in 1809 by John and George Ball, was powered by
Twenty Mile Creek at the Lower Falls. Equipped with two runs of stones, the
mill provided flour for British troops during the War of 1812.

The photographs of the moss-covered rocks were taken in September
on the Bruce Trail within Jordan Village.
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Apply Davey’s patented Arbor Green PRO®
fertilizer to help keep your trees healthy.

In November, with the riverbank vegetation free of leaves, it is still difficult to photograph the rushing water in the
Niagara River while being careful not to trample the plants.

Niagara Glen Nature Reserve, located
near the Niagara Whirlpool along the
Canadian side of the gorge, has the
backdrop of the steep walls of the gorge,
huge boulders and the Niagara River.
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The Niagara Escarpment
is a photographer’s paradise
in every season. There is
always something new and
beautiful to discover. These
photographs barely begin to
tell the story as they cover

such a small portion of
the riches that the Niagara
Escarpment has to offer.
Chuck Burdick has owned and
worked at CRB Photography
since 2008. For four years
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Winter at Niagara Falls provides opportunities
for spectacular photography. Spray from the falls
creates beautiful ice formations over the rocks and
boulders at the bottom of the American Falls.

he lived in Jordan, along the
Bruce Trail. For the past 11
years he resided in Burlington.
His photographic work has
been displayed at Burlington
City Hall, Discovery Landing,
Oakville’s Art Fete, the Art
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Niagara Falls was photographed on an extremely cold day in March.
The sedimentary rock formations of the Niagara Escarpment are very
evident adjacent to Horseshoe Falls.

HILLS

THRIVING,

JOIN
WE

YOU!

GROW.

The moss-covered rocks
in front of the Brock Harris
Lookout at Mt. Nemo were
photographed in November
before snow had settled in.

Gallery of Burlington, and
the McMaster Innovation
Park. His photography is sold
to individuals and business
organizations by Image
Conscious, a publishing
house in San Francisco.

8 James Street
Halton Hills, Ontario
www.HaltonHillsChamber.on.ca
647-544-7119
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