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he Cheltenham Badlands in Caledon are a provincially significant 

Earth Science Area of Natual and Scientific Interest. After being 

fenced off from the public for more than three years, the area is 

now open for viewing from the end of April to the end of October 

each year. Excessive foot traffic by people had threatened the site until a 

new way of experiencing it could be developed. Now the site is educational, 

accessible and safe.

 A wooden boardwalk and viewing platform 
with interpretive panels lets people appreciate 
the Badlands without walking on them.
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T
he Cheltenham 
Badlands have been 
saved. That’s one 
opinion. Another is 

that they’ve been ruined by 
development. Everyone can 
agree that there have been 
changes to the Badlands. They 
were taken over by Ontario 
Heritage Trust (OHT) in 
2002 to secure and conserve 
them, and to protect 1.4 km 
of the optimum route of the 
Bruce Trail at this location.

The site was temporarily 
closed in June 2015, but 
even before this, the first 
sign of change was that 
parking became no longer 
permitted on the roadsides 
anywhere near the Badlands. 
You couldn’t even stop 
to admire the view. 

“The growth in popularity 
of the site in the years 
leading up to its closure had 
resulted in several public 
safety and conservation 
issues,” says Kendrick Doll, 
natural heritage coordinator 
with OHT. “The thousands 
of individuals who were 
visiting the site each year 
were faced with dangerous 
conditions stemming from 
traffic congestion along Olde 
Baseline Road due to a lack of 
dedicated parking facilities at 
or near the site. Additionally, 
the growth in visitation to 
the site resulted in significant 
and measurable erosional 
impact that threatened 
the rugged topography of 
the Badlands. Each of the 

thousands of visitors who 
set foot on the Badlands was 
causing irreversible damage.”

Studies have shown 
that since the early 1970s, 
up to three metres of 
elevation have been lost 
from the formations.

 

New Features
In the autumn of 2018 the 
Badlands were reopened to 
public viewing with many 
built conveniences: a parking 
lot down the road, one 
accessible parking spot at the 
roadside entrance, a short 
trail between the parking 

lot and the Badlands, and a 
long sturdy boardwalk and 
viewing platform at the edge 
of the site, with information 
panels. The lands themselves 
remain fenced off. You can 
look but not make contact.

According to Kendrick, 
“These trail and site 

infrastructure works cost 
approximately $1.2 million, 
which was made possible 
by funding provided by the 
Government of Ontario, 
Region of Peel, Canada 150 
Community Infrastructure 
Program and TD Friends of 
the Environment Foundation.”

 The path from the Badlands 
parking lot to the viewing 

platform has well-built bridges.

 Change in direction: the path to the site uses part of the Bruce Trail 
that passes through this area.

 Deer are happy to use trails 
established by people. These 

tracks were fresh on the 
morning of the September 

2018 opening ceremony for 
the new facilities.

There can be no 
argument that the bilingual 
interpretive panels are 
valuable. They tell you 
pretty much everything you 
might want to know about 
the Badlands: what they are 
formed of, how they were 
created, and how people 
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have changed the land.
The undulations of the 

Cheltenham Badlands are 
part of the Queenston Shale 
Formation, a bedrock of 
shale containing layers of 
siltstone and sandstone. The 
distinctive narrow bands of 
green-grey streaks are red 
iron oxide that has turned 
green from groundwater.

Like most of the land near 
the Niagara Escarpment, this 

area was shaped by water 
about 450 million years ago. 
Red clay was deposited and 
formed into layers that are 
known as the Queenston Shale 
Formation. More recently, 
about 250 million years ago, 
weathering and erosion 
began to reveal this red shale. 
Earlier than 10,000 years 
ago, glaciers and meltwater 
deposited rich soil which 
permitted forests to thrive.

 This is the first sight of the Badlands from the parking lot path. 
Fencing is intended to prevent access.

 The viewing platform comes into view at the end of the path. There is a 
surprising amount of invasive Buckthorn bordering the walk.

 Worth the visit: this heavily eroded site has a haunting beauty, especially 
with the narrow contrasting streaks in the red shale.
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 The site from the road end 
of the viewing platform. 

 The Badlands are near the village of Cheltenham, on Olde Base Line Rd. west of Chinguacousy Rd. and east of Creditview Rd.  
There is no parking on the road other than the one accessible spot. A 33-space parking lot is situated just east of the site.
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People had a big impact on 
the land. While Indigenous 
people used the land, 
especially the forerunners 
of the Mississaugas of the 
Credit, their practices were 
not long lasting. It was 
European farming settlers 
who caused the Badlands 
to be what they are today. 

One interpretive panel 
explains “The removal of trees 
and early farming practices 
caused the shallow topsoil 
to erode away, rendering 
the land unsuitable for 

farming and exposing the 
red shale to the elements.”

Parking
There have been grumblings 
from people over parking 
issues. In the lot are about 
33 spaces at a cost of 
$10 per car. You can stay 
all day for this rate.

Kendrick explains: “Parking 
fees are collected to offset 
operating costs to manage the 
site. Ongoing management 
activities include property and 
trail maintenance, garbage 

collection, parking lot and 
traffic management, trail and 
visitorship monitoring and 
natural heritage assessments 
to document any notable 
ecological changes and inform 
management planning.”

There is only one accessible 
parking spot at the entrance 
to the boardwalk. Spaces 
like these in the parking lot 
are not practical because the 
route to the boardwalk is 
too steep for easy access. 

“Due to site and safety 
constraints relating to available 

sightlines, only one parking 
space complied with the 
Town of Caledon’s on-street 
accessible parking provisions,” 
explains Kendrick. Plans are 
in the works to increase this.

“The addition of two 
accessible parking spaces and 
a new accessible trail to link 
the parking lot and accessible 
boardwalk are prioritized 
as part of the first phase of 
development of the [long-
term] master plan,” he adds. 
Fundraising will be needed 
to create the two regulated 

T HE FOUNDATION 
REPAIR SPECIALISTS

• Crack Injection 
Specialists 

• Interior Drain Systems 
without excavation

• Exterior Waterproofi ng 
System

• CPA Drain Systems for 
window wells

• Sump Pump 
Maintenance Program

905-358-2971
OR

519-570-0938
E:wisecracks@bell.net

T HE FOUNDATION 
REPAIR SPECIALISTS

• Crack Injection 
Specialists 

• Interior Drain Systems 
without excavation

• Exterior Waterproofi ng 
System

• CPA Drain Systems for 
window wells

• Sump Pump 
Maintenance Program

905-358-2971
OR

519-570-0938
E:wisecracks@bell.net

T HE FOUNDATION 
REPAIR SPECIALISTS

• Crack Injection 
Specialists 

• Interior Drain Systems 
without excavation

• Exterior Waterproofi ng 
System

• CPA Drain Systems for 
window wells

• Sump Pump 
Maintenance Program

905-358-2971
OR

519-570-0938
E:wisecracks@bell.net


