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GTA West Corridor
At the Town of Caledon
municipal candidates’ meeting
in Caledon East last fall, an
audience member asked the
prospective mayoral and
council aspirants their views
on the GTA West Corridor.
To her chagrin, most either
grudgingly spoke in favour or
declined to criticize it. Included
in that list was the person
who is now the town’s mayor.
I share that lady’s opposition
and suggest it is time other
Caledon residents woke up to
this threat and started voicing
their opposition as well.
This so-called corridor
would be a 50-kilometre-long,
four- to six-lane highway
which will rip through the
heart of Halton Hills and
Caledon and, in the process,
slash through farmlands,
destroy or at least seriously
degrade neighbourhoods, and
uproot property owners—
some of whom are fourth- or
fifth-generation descendants
of the original settlers.
Then there is the detrimental
environmental impact on the
small little headwater streams
which feed into the West
Humber, Etobicoke, and Credit
Rivers. All those rivers flowing
south are already compromised
because of urbanization and tile
drainage. The highway would
further deprive those river
systems of their lifeblood—
cold, clean groundwater.
Although the specific route
has not been determined, the
highway would extend from
Highway 401 near Milton in
Halton Region to Highway
400 in Vaughan and does
not seem to serve any urban
growth centres. An east-west
corridor which bypasses
Toronto already exists in
the form of Highway 407.
The GTA West Corridor
typifies old-style technology
and old-style transportation
planning. The estimated $4
billion it would cost to build
it would be better served on
regional rapid transit and other

investments in upgrading
railway infrastructure so
that more goods can be
transported by rail.
It’s ironic the provincial
government is pushing
ahead with this project at the
same time it is conducting
a review of the Greenbelt.
Recently, the Town of
Caledon sent out letters
to potentially impacted
homeowners advising them,
“it is committed to open and
transparent communications
and advocating for increased
transparency from the MTO
(Ministry of Transportation)
during the planning processes.”
Instead of open
communications, the town
should be working to stop
the GTA West. So should
Dufferin-Caledon MPP
Sylvia Jones, who frequently
uses her newspaper columns
to castigate the governing
Liberals, but who has been
strangely silent on this issue.
Stopping the GTA West
corridor is not far-fetched or
impossible. Almost 45 years
ago, opposition by urban
affairs activist Jane Jacobs and
other prominent Torontonians
led to the cancellation of
the Spadina Expressway by
Premier William Davis.
It would appear this region
now needs its own Jane Jacobs.
Dan O’Reilly, Caledon

Morningstar Mill
Has Friends

◀ Farmers waiting
for their apples to
be pressed into
cider, c. 1905.
PHOTO FROM LORNA
ROBSON COLLECTION

BY CARLA MACKIE n PHOTOS COURTESY OF CITY OF ST. CATHARINES

[Editor’s note] The Friends of Morningstar Mill at Decew Falls in St. Catharines are proud
to share the story of their historical industrial site. It features a working grist mill built
in 1872, a turbine shed, a sawmill, a blacksmith and carpentry shop and the home of
the Morningstar family. The mill provides a glimpse back in time to when moving water
was used to mechanically grind grain into flour. Today, the operation of the mill and
the conservation of the buildings and property are thanks to the City of St. Catharines,
the Friends and the community. On some days, you can visit the mill and see grain
being milled. For information, call 905 688 6050. Here is some history of the mill site.
▶ Emma and Wilson
Morningstar with
their daughters, Jessie
and Nora, c. 1900.
PHOTO FROM LORNA
ROBSON COLLECTION

◀ Morningstar Mill is
open to the public.

D

ecew Falls is just as
beautiful today as it
was over 150 years ago.
Mary Kelsey, visiting
from Michigan on July 16, 1866,
writes that Decew Falls was
“one of the most splendid places”
she had ever seen, and that the
Falls “enraptured” her sight.
Decew Falls is named
after John DeCou, an early
landowner who settled in
the Townships of Thorold
and Grantham in about 1788.
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purchasing pleasure
local products: Delicious local food
products are easy to find in communities
all along the Niagara Escarpment. This Isle
Away honey is “from the fields and forests
of Manitoulin Island.” Island Foodland,
Mindemoya 705 377 6200

culinary to go: Grand Oak Culinary Market in Vineland is stocked to the
posts and beams with selected foods you won’t find in every grocery store,
including local fruit, vegetables and products, plus creations and baking
by Chef Jan. Of special note: a gluten-free department and large counter
for international cheeses. Grand Oak Culinary Market, 4600 Vineland Ave.,
Vineland 289 567 0487 goculinary.ca

local & luscious
tantalizingly wrapped: a B.A.T. or bacon, avocado and
tomato sandwich, with delicious local bread, toasted if you
please. Just one of several daily sandwich and soup choices on
the blackboard, to take out or eat in. Also available, fresh Ontario
produce, frozen meals and made-from-scratch, in-store soups
like borscht, plus Ontario sausage, local jams, pickles, canned
fruit…and much more. The Market Shoppe, 7 Toronto St. South,
Markdale 519 986 4144 themarketshoppe.com

sweet indulgence: An impressive selection of handcrafted
chocolates of the highest quality. No-sugar-added chocolates
and Mayan Mole Rub are also available. 50 King St. W., Dundas
289 238 8509 beanermunky.com
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We love your magazine
and your love for our
wonderful planet!
Christina Marsh-Semerjian,
Burlington

Mike Davis

spring 2015 (march, april, may)

Bouldering

BOOM
Please find enclosed cheque
for two years’ subscription…
Love the magazine,
discovered it two years ago.
Cécile Dales, Collingwood

Gardens
Special Issue!
• Touring Gorgeous Gardens
• English Country-Style
PLUS:
John Muir, Early Environmentalist
Serving Up Syrup
www.NEViews.ca
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mill which had been powered
by a waterwheel, Chappell’s
mill was powered by a turbine.
The turbine is located at the
bottom of a 40-foot pit which
was blasted out of solid rock
beside the falls. A stone dam
constructed across Beaverdams
Creek formed the mill pond,
and an iron pipe directed
water from the mill pond to
the turbine. The spinning
turbine sets the machinery
inside the mill in motion.
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I just received the latest Niagara Escarpment Views and the
article and photos of Morningstar Mill look amazing. I’m
really thrilled. You and your staff did a stellar job. Thank you
so much. I was also wondering, if possible, would you be able
to drop off an extra box of magazines at the St. Catharines
Museum, so that we could distribute them at the mill?
Carla Mackie, Historical Services Co-ordinator, St. Catharines
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construction of the first
Welland Canal, however, left
the mill without an adequate
water supply and this prompted
DeCou to sell his home and
property in 1834. Over the
next 30 years, the mill slowly
fell into a state of disrepair.
By 1872, Robert Chappell
had built a new grist mill at
Decew Falls called Mountain
Mills, using some of the
remaining stone walls of
DeCou’s mill. Unlike DeCou’s
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During the War of 1812, he
served as a lieutenant in
the Second Regiment of the
Lincoln Militia, and it was to
his home that Laura Secord
brought news of an impending
American attack in June 1813.
After the war, DeCou
built a stone grist mill with
an overshot waterwheel at
Decew Falls. The mill and
DeCou’s other businesses
prospered and the area became
known as Decew Town. The

While enjoying the newly
published summer issue of
NEV, I noticed an incorrect
address on page 10 under
“Local & Luscious.” In the blurb
for the Grand Oak Culinary
Market, the address should
read “Victoria Ave., Vineland,”
not “Vineland Ave., Vineland.”
This would be important for
anyone visiting from beyond
the Niagara region. Enjoy your
magazine very much! Have a
wonderful summer! Cheers!
Bobbie Dyment, Grimsby

I’ve been wanting to go up to
Manitoulin Island for awhile
and reading NE Views increases
my interest even more. I hope
to make it up there one of these
days, I haven’t been since I went
on a family trip in the early 60s.
David McDonald, Toronto
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readers & viewers
Milton & District Horticultural Society’s
2014 Garden Tour of 11 properties
included this beauty with extensive
gardens that continue behind the house.

DESIRABLE OPPORTUNITIES:

Why I Volunteer...

VOLUNTEERING AT

Westfield Heritage Village
PHOTOS BY MIKE DAVIS

I

t takes a large crew of people to get Westfield Heritage Village humming, especially
during such special events as the annual maple syrup festival. Westfield is a collection
of more than 35 historical buildings located in Rockton and managed by Hamilton
Conservation Authority. Costumed guides interpret 19th-century rural life of Upper Canada,
offering a “living history” experience. Most of these interpreters are trained, experienced
volunteers who get as much out of their work as the many visitors. Here are some thoughts
from three of the 400 volunteers who are dedicated to Westfield.

The 19th century comes alive at Westfield Heritage Village, where costumed
interpreters guide your day and you can ride a wagon pulled by horses. Kathleen
Gardiner steps out of the way of Dr. Richard Johnson driving Randy and Johnny.

Kathleen Gardiner interpreting the innkeeper’s wife
Favourite aspect:
“Re-enacting or recreating history for visitors, cooking and
baking historic recipes on period stoves and open hearths,
and working alongside friends who share a love of history.”
Most interesting experience:
“This is difficult to narrow down to just one thing. However,
the best thing that happened recently was being a part of
the Christmas Table. The last few years, the Christmas Table
has been a dinner theatre loosely based on Downton Abbey.
It was so rewarding and such fun, and so worth the extra
work and time involved. I feel very fortunate to be asked to
be a part of it.I can’t say enough good things about it.”

TOWN GARDEN TOURS:

Best of the Best
By Gloria Hildebrandt

M

■

Photographed by Mike Davis except where noted

any communities have them. They are a wonderful way to celebrate the warmer seasons. Last year
we enjoyed some of the gardens of three towns, through Carnegie Garden Tour of Dundas, Georgetown
Horticultural Society Garden Tour, and Milton & District Horticultural Society 2014 Garden Tour. 

24 Niagara Escarpment Views • spring 2015

spring 2015 • Niagara Escarpment Views

24-27, 46-49 NEV 2015-01 alt.indd 24

What I get:
“When I first started volunteering, I loved the idea of
re-enacting and pretending to live in a different time
period. My family’s interest in history and visiting historic
sites developed my interest and knowledge of history. Not
long after my start at Westfield, my volunteer work in the
school programming allowed me to get the experience I
needed teaching children and youth, to apply to teachers’
college. I have become a high school (usually science)
supply teacher. When I was younger I was fairly shy about
speaking publicly or even to small groups. Volunteering at
Westfield as an interpreter has helped me with this a great
deal, making it possible for me to feel comfortable speaking
in front of a classroom of students. My teaching experience,
in turn, has helped to make me a better interpreter.
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Just had to send a quick note to tell you how much I enjoyed the
Garden Tours of Dundas, Georgetown and Milton featured in your
Spring issue. It definitely inspired me to start planning my own
and, even though it won’t be “public ready,” I am anxious for it to
be enjoyed by family and friends over the next couple of months!
Carla Allen, by email

PHOTOS BY CONSERVATION HALTON
AWARD WINNER MIKE DAVIS

NEW COLUMN:
THE GIFT OF LAND

summer 2015 (june, july, august)

PLUS! TAKE OUR
READER SURVEY

HAMILTON:
INDUSTRY vs
NATURE

Wiarton’s Spirit Rock
Cataract on the Credit
www.NEViews.ca
01-10 NEV 2015-02.indd 1
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Dear Niagara Escarpment
Views Team:
I am including a cheque
for $39.50 to renew my
subscription for two years.
Thanks for a very informative
& picturesque magazine.
Really enjoyed the article &
scenes from the Hamilton
article, which is where I call
home! “The Hammer!” Truly
enjoyed Gloria’s written
words, regarding her parcel of
land, she inherited from her
father! Land, water & trees are
so valuable to our existence.
Thanks for all your work
keeping all of us, abreast of this
wonderful country we live in.
Jeannine & Walter Wells,
Hamilton
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Patrick Dolson as a French Canadian voyageur of the
Northwest Trading Company
Favourite aspect:
“My favourite part of being a volunteer is being able
to get away from modern things, like having fun
interacting with guests while dressing up in historical
outfits and acting like I’m from the past.”
Most interesting experience:
“The most interesting thing that has happened to
me so far is the chance to participate in things that
I dreamed of doing as a child, like playing in the
woods and dressing up in amazing costumes. Also
participating in amazing events such as the Civil
War re-enactments and ice cream festivals.”
What I get:
“The reason I volunteer is not just about the costumes
and old-fashioned settings but being able to put
a smile on a child’s face and make them excited
and interested about history so that when they go
home they will tell their families and their friends at
school everything they have learned about history,
all because of me and my fellow volunteers.”
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Thank you very much for highlighting the hard work and dedication
of the Westfield Volunteers who give so much to our living history
museum. The article is fabulous and the photos are amazing, thank
you so much to all of you. Our volunteers are very pleased to be
honoured in this way and we have also had interest from the general
public who have seen the article. We love your magazine and we are
so honoured that you featured us in this very important article about
volunteers, especially during this week as National Volunteer Week.
Rondalyn Brown, Westfield Heritage Village, Rockton

Very good design! I like
the proportion of the
elements, the colours and
the photograph.
Brit Jennings, by Facebook
I’m writing to congratulate
you on producing the most
read magazine in our Guest
House. The magazine has
lasting value and is frequently
on the top of our magazine
racks. We have to frequently
replace some issues as they
gravitate to bags to travel
home with our guests so
they can digest the entire
magazine at their leisure. For
us transplants from the south
it’s a chance to keep up with
what’s happening back home.
For our visitors to the
area and us locals it’s great
to learn more about our
area. In this regard a popular
article is the one on the
Beaver River by Sandra
J Howe (2014-summer
issue) and Wiarton’s Spirit
Rock (Summer 2015) by
the same author. We keep a
stock of these issues around.
Keep up the good work.
Richard Bowering,
The Bowering Guest House,
Ravenna
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▲“The Night of the Dripping Blood,” ▲ Caron & Mark Mailloux of Erin on
May sunset at North Channel,
vacation in Venice, Italy.
Manitoulin Island. PHOTO BY BOB BARNETT.

We value your views!
Your notes, emails, calls & letters mean a great deal to us. We try
to publish all of them, as we believe it’s important to show your
involvement with what appears in this magazine. Keep them coming!
Write to: Niagara Escarpment Views
50 Ann St., Georgetown ON L7G 2V2
Email: editor@NEViews.ca
Comment through: www.NEViews.ca

