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The Winter Views is gorgeous! We are on 
the Niagara Escarpment in Beaver Valley. 
The magazine is sitting in every home I 
visited over the holidays. Keep writing :)

Laura Artibello, via www.NEViews.ca

I finally managed to get a copy of your 
magazine, even though I had given up on 
finding one of this issue — snagged one 
at the Pancake Factory. I haven’t finished 
it yet but it looks like a great publication, 
looking forward to reading it all.

Dave McDonald, Toronto, via Facebook

We sure enjoy reading your magazine 
with all your great photos & articles.

Brian & Judy Munro, Georgetown

The last issue was wonderful!
Susan Ramsay, Stoney Creek

We have just received amazing feedback. It 
was a wonderful article. It looks beautiful. 
People are thrilled at that magazine, the 
copy. Somebody did a pdf and it travelled 
all through the States and we received great 
reviews. We’ve received a great deal of 
phone calls from community members that 
need support and assistance with illegal 
activities surrounding hound hunting and 
that kind of thing. It’s been a real plus to 
expose folks to getting some educational 
outreach and support. We really appreciate 
NEViews for putting that information 
out there. It’s very, very progressive. On 
behalf of Coyote Watch Canada, our 
board and advisory council, we do thank 
you so much for that opportunity.

Lesley Sampson, Coyote Watch Canada

Re:“Co-existing with Coyotes” by 
Chris Mills, Winter 2014-2015:
Reading the title on the front cover of 
Niagara Escarpment Views sparked my 
interest in reading the article. I have 
found this subject material fascinating 
and am always delighted to see coyotes 
in my travels. After reading the article 
however, I was left with the opinion that 
the article was one sided and missed an 
opportunity to further the knowledge of 
this “new” creature by Ontarians. Certain 
key facts are not mentioned in this article. 
My understanding is that the greatest threat 
to Ontario coyotes is not a gun but the 
disease mange. In addition, I understand 
that government officials are indicating 
that this adaptable creature’s numbers are 
not threatened by guns and their range 
and numbers are actually increasing. 

When the author describes the 
elimination of wolves during pioneer 
times, we must keep these events in context. 
Ontario’s pioneers had limited food sources 
and could not afford the destruction of the 
family milk cow or other livestock by wolves.

When the author mentions the aspects 
of Ontario farmers making money on 
coyote-killed livestock, my understanding 
is there are investigations into these 
claims. If the investigator determines 
that the kill was caused by coyotes, the 
farmer receives market compensation 
(within certain limits) for the animals. If 
the animal has breeding value beyond 
market value, there may be a loss for the 
farmer. In any event few farmers would 
view these claims as making money. I also 
understand that if a baby calf or lamb is 
killed by coyotes and there is no visible 
evidence, there is no compensation. 
Again, not a money maker for a farmer. 

This article also fails to mention the 
death by a Canadian hiker/jogger in Cape 
Breton which officials indicate was caused 
by coyotes. In my own neighbourhood, 
the advance of these hybrid coyotes has 
pretty much eliminated any sightings 
of ground hogs. It also seems to me that 
these larger hybrid coyotes have expanded 
their prey and have become significant 
consumers of deer. Being extremely 
clever these hybrids have been known to 
prey on new-born fawns and have killed 
calves as they are being borne. A time 
when these creatures are particularly 
vulnerable. Currently my experience with 
coyotes has been that they have become 
habituated to human beings. In our local 
paper there was a warning recently about 
coyotes as a Lab puppy was taken from 
its backyard by a coyote and consumed. 

I am not a coyote hunter and I try 
to have an open mind on this subject. 
I applaud the co-existence with coyotes 
but also appreciate a fair depiction of 
a subject that is controversial to some. 
Look forward to the next issue. 

Dave Dorman, Erin

COYOTES
Co-existing with

By Chris Mills  ■  Photos by Ann Brokelman except where noted

AFEW YEARS AGO, a coyote found its way into my home town of Fort Erie south of the 
Niagara Escarpment. It must have approved of the local woods because my wife would 
spot it watching her walk our dogs in the early dawn hours.

Canada’s aboriginals revere the coyote as the species that guided humankind when 
we arrived thousands of years ago. And I’d always found the idea of living cheek to jowl with 
wild animals appealing. What better way to prove we’re not at odds with nature?  �
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The health of coyotes indicates 
the health of an ecosystem. 
Coyotes keep land in balance.

Continued on page 10 �

We value your views!
Your notes, emails, calls & letters mean 

a great deal to us. We try to publish all 

of them, as we believe it’s important to 

show your involvement with what appears 

in this magazine. Keep them coming!

Write to: Niagara Escarpment Views

50 Ann St., Georgetown ON L7G 2V2

Email: editor@NEViews.ca

Comment through: www.NEViews.ca
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Enjoyed [Don Scallen’s] article in the [Spring 2014 issue of] NEV on 
Jefferson Salamanders. I did not realize they mate so early in the spring.

Kurt Koster, Mount Nemo
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So what happened to these trespassing idiots? Did the OPP 
charge them with trespassing or anything at all? A good thing 
to remember is “Any time is train time, stay OFF the tracks!”

Michael, via www.NEViews.ca

Why would any business jeopardize their livelihood thru tragic 
events on the whims of idiotic ideas from patrons. Limo drivers 
have the means of contacting their offices and the discretion 
of refusal, since they are at the controls. No business in their 
right mind would ever entertain such recklessness with possible 
endangerment. Sadly, in this case, the driver was no better than 
the limo’s occupants. The driver and the business should be 
included in the charges for trespassing. This blatant and total 
disregard of signage warnings and associated dangers is all too 
common in our society.

Tom, via www.NEViews.ca

Mike’s View:  

Being in the Right Place, 
at the Right Time, With a Camera 

I’s not clear who first said 
“I am a great believer in 
luck, and I find the harder I 
work the more I have of it.” 

But there’s truth in this saying, 
as I experienced recently 
when a photo I took for our 
magazine “went viral,” as they 
say. The photo on the left, 
you may already have seen.

Gloria and I were attending 
the Grey to Greenbelt Train 
Tour & Forum which included 
sessions and networking at 
Whole Village Eco-village 
in Caledon, followed by 
an excursion on the Credit 
Valley Explorer train out of 
Orangeville. Interesting things 
happened on the train segment.

The train route to Snelgrove 
and back goes through some 
very scenic Escarpment 
countryside including the 
Forks of the Credit. On the 
return trip, I was the closest 
passenger to the front, upstairs 
in the “dome” car immediately 
behind the engine, taking 

photographs for our magazine. 
I knew the trestle bridge was 
around the corner on the 
winding rail line. From my 
vantage point, I was probably 
the first passenger to see 
people on the trestle, possibly 
at the same time as the train 
employees. This was a tourist 
train and it was slowing for 
us to experience the great 
view from the trestle. I 
continued to take photographs 
of what happened.

Luckily for the people on 
the trestle (see photo 1), ours 
was not a fast-moving freight 
train. The people on the trestle 
were a wedding party on a 
photo shoot, and in a very 
vulnerable position. I saw many 
people on the track and on 
the standoff beside the trestle 
(photo 2). It was obviously a 
wedding party, with a bride 
in a long white dress and veil. 
The theme of the wedding 
appeared to be “gangster” 
by the dress of the men. 

� The train is slowing but not stopped, the party moving in different directions.

There were two men on the 
standoff platform, apparently 
with cameras and the rest of 
the people on the trestle. I first 
thought they were making a 
movie, but it became apparent 
they were a wedding party 
doing a photo shoot (photo 3). 
When the train came into 
view of them, most of the 
wedding party appeared to 
start walking back to their 
cars just north of the trestle. 

(Photo 4) The train was 
already slowing and intending 
to stop on the trestle, but a 
train employee told me that 
the train was unable to stop 
in time to avoid nudging one 
or more of the people on the 
track. This was outside of my 
view, however. The employee 
said that whenever a train 
makes contact with a person, 
federal laws are in play. He 
said that the train’s “black 

box” had to be sent to Ottawa 
and the Transportation Safety 
Board had to be involved. 
The train did not move until 
all the people were off the 
trestle and track (photo 5).

The train then proceeded 
to the spot near the cars of 
the wedding party, a white 
stretch limousine and two 
passenger cars (photo 6). I 
saw train employees talking 
with members of the wedding 

party and on cell phones. 
The two passenger vehicles 
left the location, however the 
limousine was held back by a 
train employee who stood in 
front of it (see photo 7, page 8).

It appeared that a man from 
the wedding party was shoving 
the employee, apparently to 
move him out of the way so 
the limousine could leave.
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� The train is stopped, and the party is slowly moving off. This photo 
was picked up by many newspapers, including The Toronto Star, which 
published it on the front page on Sept 17! Continued on page 8 �

� Although out of focus in this part of the photo, the bridesmaid can be seen 
looking like she might trip.

� The wedding party at the side of the track before deciding to continue 
back to their cars.

� This is my first photo, still moving around the corner and seeing people on the trestle. � A train employee escorting the last of the wedding party off the trestle. � The wedding party at their cars close to the track.
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Councillor Rick Craven, Burlington City 
Councillor, is a subscriber to the Niagara 
Escarpment Views magazine. He recently 
received a copy of the Winter 2014–2015 
edition which features the article 

“Co-existing with Coyotes”.  Councillor 
Craven has been receiving phone calls 
regarding coyote sightings in Aldershot. 
He feels that the article featured in 
N.E.Views is very positive and would like 
to share it with his constituents. Is the 
article available on the web or is there 
any way that we can share an electronic 
version with the residents in Aldershot?

Kathi Laufman, 
Councillor’s Assistant, Burlington

Editor’s note: After we received this 
message, we delivered a supply of Winter 
copies to Burlington City Hall.

I was born and grew up on the prairies 
so I know all about those beautiful 
animals, the coyotes. I also witnessed one 
of the most beautiful man made things 
on earth, the railway steam locomotive. 
Re the “Being in the right Place” article 
in your Niagara Escarpment Views, we 
can go one better. We have former CPR 
steam locomotive #136. She was built 
in 1883, before Canada was a nation.

Bob Young, South Simcoe Railway 

� Continued from page 8

I had a subscription to your magazine which I do 
enjoy, but am not sure when it must be renewed. 
Please find enclosed a cheque for twenty-two 
dollars ($22.00) to cover the cost of a subscription 
for one year. At age 92 I don’t renew for two years.

Lois M. Filce, Beamsville

I agree with the comments attached [subscription 
order form quoting readers’ comments]. I so much 
enjoy this interesting & informative magazine. I am 
finding out about places I never knew existed.

Sheila Massey, St. Catharines

Endangered, 
Iconic 

Jefferson 
Salamander

28 Spring 2014
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Her keen olfactory 
sense registers the 
odour wafting from a 
particular vernal pool – 

“her” pond, the one where she 
hatched and the one she has 
returned to every spring for a 
dozen years.

At the pond she slips 
into the ring of open water 
surrounding the largely 
ice-covered surface. The 
temperature of the water is 
scarcely above zero, but still 
fully adequate for Jefferson 
salamander breeding. Within a 
few days she will mate, lay her 
precious eggs and then retreat 
back underground where she 
will remain for the next 11 

months, until the revolving 
Earth again tilts the northern 
hemisphere towards the sun. 

I’ve watched Jefferson 
salamanders over many springs. 
I find it astonishing that these 
small vertebrates, bereft of 
fur or scales, can thrive in 
temperatures that leave their 
human observers, wrapped 
in winter parkas, shivering 
pondside. Some years they 
even arrive at the ponds before 
winter has lapsed. On March 
18, 2012 I found Jefferson 
salamanders breeding at a 
pond near Terra Cotta. Freshly 
laid eggs were clustered along 
submerged branches. 

These egg masses are 
smaller than those of the more 
abundant Spotted salamander. 
Whereas a Spotted salamander 
egg mass can approach the size 
of a closed fist and contain 200 
or so eggs, a typical Jefferson 
egg mass is about thumb-sized, 
containing generally, from 10 
to 60 eggs. 

Secrets Yet to Learn
The scarcity of Jefferson 
salamanders and the brief 
window of opportunity to 
observe them above ground, 
means we undoubtedly have 
a lot to learn about them. Jim 
Bogart, Professor Emeritus 
at the University of Guelph 
and the pre-eminent Jefferson 
salamander expert in Canada, 
says “One would think 
studying a species for over 30 
years would reveal all of their 
secrets but I think we are still 
in the initial stages.” 

During his decades of 
Jefferson salamander research 
Bogart focused on their 
perplexing genetics. What he 
discovered was astonishing. 
He found that Jefferson 
salamanders, along with other 
species of related salamanders, 
live alongside a fifth column 
of all female clones that 
perpetuate themselves, in 
Bogart’s words, by “stealing 
sperm from the males.” 

Endangered, 
Iconic 

Jefferson 
Salamander

Written and photographed 
by Don Scallen

▲ The endangered Jefferson 
salamander returns each spring 
to the forest pool where she was 
hatched, to lay her own eggs. 
Photographed in March, the 
beginning of the breeding season, 
this vernal pool is on the Niagara 
Escarpment near Terra Cotta.

The Jefferson salamander stirs as snowmelt trickles into her subterranean realm. 
Bare-skinned, soft-bodied and scarcely as thick as an index finger, she crawls methodically 
upwards through fissures in the dolomite rock. Then, gaining the surface and finding that a 
protective cloak of darkness has settled over the forest, she creeps into the leaf litter. 
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Subscribe in Canada 
for one year for $22,
two years for $39.50!
See page 53.
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