
Conservation 
Authorities 
Steward Forests
Two conservation authorities near the Niagara 
Escarpment have received Forest Stewardship 
Council certification from Eastern Ontario Model 
Forest. Grey Sauble and Saugeen Valley Conservation 
Authorities were recognized for following world-
class forest management practices. The certification 
program supports environmentally appropriate 
management of forests around the world. The Forest 
Certification Program extends across southern Ontario 
and includes private forest owners, community 
forests and urban forests, and totals more than 
75,000 hectares. In the above provided photo, Grey 
Sauble Conservation celebrate certification.

Death, Art, Ecology

“Legacy” is the name of Ken Hall’s artistic response to a female killer 
whale whose poisoned body was found on the shore of Washington 
State. Her body had one of the most toxic loads of chemicals, 
PCBs and DDT, ever found in a marine mammal. The sculpture 
is intended to provoke thought about our fragile ecosystems.

The life-sized whale skeleton was carved by Hall entirely 
out of reclaimed cedar from used siding and decking. “Legacy” 
will be displayed until March 16 at Alder Street Recreation 
Centre in Orangeville. It will then go on tour at museums 
and galleries across the country. PHOTO BY KEN HALL.
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By Graham Draper
Photos of Wisconsin’s Niagara Escarpment by Eric Fowle

May 8–10, the 2015 Sources of Knowledge Forum, titled “The Great 
Arc: Life on the (L)Edge,” will take place in Tobermory. Its goal is to 
build bridges to other communities which, like the Bruce Peninsula, 
lie on the rim of the Michigan Basin.

The Niagara Escarpment, often referred to as the “Great Arc,” is 
a prominent geologic feature that extends visibly from western New 
York State, through southern Ontario, Manitoulin Island and the 
Upper Peninsula of Michigan, before descending southward through 
the Door Peninsula of Wisconsin and the Eastern Highlands just 
past the Horicon Marsh basin. 

Communities situated on the Great Arc, while different in many 
ways, have in common this special underlying geological feature, 
sometimes submerged or buried, but very evident in areas such as 
the “mirror imaged” Door and Bruce Peninsulas. This year’s forum 
intends to explore those commonalities and differences of these two 
prominent Great Lakes peninsulas.     

For example, we all share a dolostone bedrock chemistry and 
where the Escarpment’s rim is exposed, the soils are thin and rocky. 
The cliffs of the Escarpment, however; face west in the Door, and 
east in the Bruce. Thanks also to this common bedrock source, the 
soils support a similar biodiversity of flora and fauna, although it is 
fair to say that The Bruce is quite a bit more “wild” than the heavily 
worked farm fields or tourism-developed lands of the Door.

Both economies depend to some degree on tourism, they both 
have offshore islands and tour boat operations, are home to retirees 
and artists, and have stronger urban centres, Sturgeon Bay and 
Owen Sound,  near their base for major supplies. Both contain rich 
archeological and cultural histories, have First Nation communities, 
struggle with groundwater contamination and wind turbine issues, 
as well as offering a vast array of hiking trails and parks. The notable 
John Muir, famous founder of the Sierra Club, lived for a time at the 
base of both peninsulas! [Ed. note: See our article on Muir’s time at 
Meaford, in this issue.]

The Door Peninsula is more heavily populated and economically 
developed than the Bruce. In a sense, the Door may represent one 
version of a desired future for the Bruce, as this Canadian region 
seeks to address challenges in developing economically.   Conversely, 
residents of the Door might envy the state of preservation that exists 
in the Bruce, and seek to learn from it.

The 2015 Forum will provide opportunities to examine these 
connections and future collaborative possibilities, such as the 
potential for seeking a UNESCO Geo-Park designation. Forum 
planners are working with Eric Fowle of the East Central Wisconsin 
Regional Planning Commission, co-founder of the Niagara 
Escarpment Resource Network (NERN) and Lakeshore Natural 
Resource Partnership board member, in preparing for this event, 
and we invite local elected officials, resource professionals, students 
and interested residents to make the trek as well.  

This year’s Forum will include field trips along the Escarpment, a 
Friday evening film festival with Dr. Stephen Scharper, a renowned 
Canadian author, professor at the University of Toronto, and scholar 
of religion and the environment, and a Saturday evening social 
and a Saturday dinner with this year’s keynote speaker Dr. Joanne 
Kluessendorf, Director of the Weis Earth Science Museum in Menasha, 
and also a NERN Steering Committee member.  

For more information about the forum and registration see 
sourcesofknowledge.ca. 

International Forum on the Escarpment

Eagle Bluff at Peninsula State Park.

Escarpment rocks at 
Cave Point, Door County.

Shallow water at Cave Point.
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Mylar and Loreta’s 30 Years
Mylar and Loreta’s of Singhampton has been serving happy 
customers for more than 30 years. Occupying a charming old 
building with a history going back to the 1850s, the restaurant 
has an intriguing legend behind its name. The cuisine, however, 
is what people want today. Roasted pork is their house specialty, 
and prime rib is available Saturday and Sunday nights, but they 
know how to prepare an excellent vegetable plate, cooked to 
perfection, not underdone or overdone to mush. PHOTO BY MIKE DAVIS.

Author Thanks NEV Readers
Linda Thorn has a new cover to her book inspired by Margaret 
Marshall Saunders’ Beautiful Joe. She writes “I was delighted to 
see Niagara Escarpment Views mention my new rhyming book 
of the endearing dog story in your last Spring issue. I am grateful 
to your readers for purchasing my book as I now can make 
another substantial donation to the dog’s Society on their behalf.” 
To order, go to beautifuljoepoembook.com.
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The Red Door Opens  
Red Door Gallery is open at 127 Mill St. in Georgetown. 
Established by a Trillium grant to renovate a disused building 
that forms part of the downtown Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch, Red Door hosts juried exhibitions open to local artists, 
solo and group shows. The space is also available for hire for 
arts and social events, meetings, classes and performances. 

“The Red Door is a gallery, a performance space and new 
downtown venue for art shows, classes, business meetings and 
social events,” says Beatrice Sharkey, executive director of  Halton 
Hills Cultural Round Table. “It’s a vibrant new addition to 
downtown Georgetown, which is undergoing quite a renaissance.” 

Red Door’s spring program features a juried show 
open to local artists, solo shows by two renowned local 
artists, as well as a group show and performance. 

March 12 is the opening of “NATURAL WORLD,” a show of 
25 oil paintings by artist Shelley Newman. Newman’s large oil-
on-canvas paintings depict the landscapes of cottage country: 
lakes, treelines, and rocks of the Canadian shield. Newman 

paints “en plein air” (making oil studies in the landscape 
itself) and her realistic style transports you to Doe Lake, the 
Madawaska River, Algonquin Park and British Columbia. 

“I hope to evoke an emotional stirring of serenity and stillness 
in the viewer, as though they have been transported to my 
original vista,” says Newman. “I use the forces of nature; light, 
shadow, and wind, are my palette. Rock, river, forest and field are 
my characters; they tell the story of journey and exploration in 
these places of tranquility and fulfillment.” The show continues 
through March 29, and prices range from $200 – $5,500.

Born in Windsor in 1959, Shelley Newman studied commercial 
art at George Brown College and fine arts at studios and schools 
in Toronto, including OCAD. She worked professionally 
in advertising and design, and in recent years has focussed 
exclusively on oil painting. She paints and teaches in her 
Georgetown studio, and is a member of the Colour and Form 
Society. Her paintings are enjoyed in collections across Canada.

For more information, see reddoorgallery.ca and Facebook.

The Sheltering Rock

Garment of Snow

Madawaska River

Paintings By Shelley Newman
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