
View From the Editor’s Desk:  

Angels of the Flat Tires

T his story begins some 
years ago when my 
father drove into 
Toronto with his little 

dog Thomas. On four-lane 
Burnhamthorpe Rd., he blew 
a tire. Thumping along to a 
service station, he didn’t notice 
that Thomas jumped out of 
the car’s open window. When 
he discovered that Thomas 
was missing, he retraced his 
path. At the side of the road, 
he saw two women holding 
Thomas by the leash. Not only 
had they saved Thomas from 
traffic, they offered my father 
the use of a CAA membership 
card for a tow. My father got 
their mailing address and 
sent them a cheque for $50 
but it was never cashed. I said 
they must have been angels.

In May when Mike and I 
were distributing the summer 
issue north of Barrie, the 
truck blew a rear tire on the 
highway between Midland 
and Parry Sound. After we 
tried vainly to get the tire off 
with flimsy tools, two town 
employees came to our rescue 
with serious equipment, rags 
and penetrating oil, crawling 
under the truck and changing 
the tire. One even escorted 
us to a garage to add air to 

the spare tire. There he said 
“This gives me an opportunity 
to talk about the Lord.” Oh 
no, I thought, how long will 
this lecture take? “Because I 
believe there IS a Lord.” He 
then said “You’re going to 
need a new tire,” and tucked 
a folded hundred-dollar bill 
into Mike’s hand. “I want you 
to give it to someone else who 
needs it.” “You want us to pay 
it forward,” I said. “Bless you, 
sir,” I managed to add. After he 
drove away, I said to Mike “He’s 
another angel.”

In This Issue
While we might only hope to 
have angels among us, there are 
people who are convinced that 
we have disembodied spirits 
lingering at old buildings 
and historic sites. Autumn is 
the time we think of life after 
death, if only when tending 
our gardens for new growth in 
spring. Hallowe’en is when the 
dimensions between life and 
death are said to “thin” enough 
to have spirits cross into our 
lives or at least our celebrations. 
In this issue we explore the 
haunted world of Niagara-on-
the-Lake as Andrew Hind and 
Maria Da Silva share a few 
fascinating ghost stories.

A bit west of Niagara-
on-the-Lake, Ball’s Falls 
Conservation Area is hosting 
its 40th Thanksgiving Festival. 
While you might spot the 
occasional witch, you’re certain 
to be enchanted by the beauty, 
old-time fun and new items 
you can snap up here.

Owen Sound has an 
Escarpment treasure and an 
eco-tour for everyone to enjoy, 
whether by foot, bike, canoe or 
car. Each Autumn wild salmon 
are compelled to struggle up 
the Sydenham River as it flows 
over the Escarpment, and there 
is a brochure to a tour you can 
take to watch this miracle in 
action. Mike and I experienced 
this last year and share the 
journey with you. Life and 
death are here for all to see.

Since the Autumn issue is 
our annual focus on Escarpment 
artists, we also bring you some 
of the work of talented artists all 
along the Niagara Escarpment, 
from Niagara Region to 
Limehouse to Tobermory 
to Manitoulin Island. They 
welcome you to visit their 
studios and galleries in person, 
as this is also the best time of 
year to explore the back roads 
for gorgeous artistic residences, 
and treasures to take home.

Mike’s Conservation Award
For a long time, people have 
been calling our magazine 
award winning, but now it 
really is. I am delighted to 
share the news that Mike 
Davis, my co-publisher, 
accounts manager and our 
main photographer, has been 
recognized as a “conservation 
hero” with an award from 
Conservation Halton in the 
media/blogger category. Mike’s 
photography has helped raise 
awareness of the importance 
of conservation all along the 
Niagara Escarpment in Canada, 
and we have been gratified to 
see other businesses and levels 
of government recognize the 
value of the Escarpment. We 
appreciate this recognition 
by Conservation Halton and 
take it as encouragement to 
continue working to share the 
wonders of this area through 
this magazine.

Gloria
editor@NEViews.ca

P.S. Wild animals need wild spaces.

� At the 2014 
Conservation 
Halton Awards 
ceremony with 
turkey vulture 
mascot Professor 
TV, portrayed by 
Robert Dallimore. 
PHOTO BY MIKE DAVIS.

CORRECTION:
On page 40 of Summer 2014, an incorrect 

phone number was given for Eagle Adventures. 
The correct phone number is 705.888.2551.

Write us at editor@NEViews.ca 
or Niagara Escarpment Views, 
50 Ann St., Georgetown ON  L7G 2V2.

Niagara Escarpment Views is on 
Facebook as: 
www.facebook.com/N.E.Views

Our website www.NEViews.ca 
has additional content not seen in 
our print magazine.

Here’s the latest on our blog:
� Mike Davis Wins Conservation 

Halton Award
� No-Charge DIY Event Listings
� MPPs Elected Along the Escarpment 

in 2014
� Best Garden Street Contest
� Summer 2014 Issue is On Fire!
� Scouts & volunteers plant trees at 

Halton Waste Management Site
� Orangeville’s Environmental 

Sustainability Awards
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