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Floyd Elzinga’s pine cones in a monumental scale are popular all along the 
Escarpment. He presents them on their own but for some pieces adds the 
elements of fire or water. One version lets you add firewood in the centre for a 
spectacular burning display, as seen at Alton Mill’s 2011 Fire & Ice Festival and 
photographed for this magazine. Another design features a shower of water.
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By Gloria Hildebrandt  Photographed by Mike Davis except where noted

W ITH AUTUMN BEING SUCH A BEAUTIFUL TIME OF YEAR, with weather and roads usually 
in good condition, and artists eager to welcome visitors, people enjoy taking drives 
through the countryside on studio tours. For this reason our Autumn issue each year 
presents the work of some of the many artists located along the Niagara Escarpment. 

 This year we look at the creativity of artists in Beamsville in Niagara, Limehouse in 
Halton, Tobermory on the Bruce Peninsula and Kagawong on Manitoulin Island. If these talented 
creators have one thing in common, it is that they receive inspiration from the natural world. �
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Artistic    
Inspiration 
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Floyd Elzinga
Floyd Elzinga has a studio 
in Beamsville on the top 
of the Escarpment, but his 
distinctive work can be seen 
almost all along the mighty 
ledge: in galleries in Hamilton, 
Dundas, Jordan, Alton, 
Blue Mountains, a Niagara 
Christmas house tour. His 
style is quickly recognizable. 
There’s something about his 
pine cones. Monumental. Out 
of thick steel. That has rusted. 
He makes gigantic maple keys 
as well. And logs, windblown 
trees with roots clutching 
rock, and garden flowers, and 
landscapes. All of metal.

“My intention is to give 
nature a mechanical aspect,” 
he says. “I love that it follows 
a system of rules. The will to 
survive is what drives a seed. 
It has this built-in defence 
mechanism that withstands 

treacherous environmental 
extremes. It has everything 
in it to flourish. That is what 
I love about the pine cones.”

Elzinga plays with scale 
and irony. A majestic tree can 
grow from a tiny seed. Yet it 
is delicate and fragile, for who 
hasn’t crushed pine cones 
underfoot on a walk in the 
woods? Or perhaps not, for 
Elzinga’s mammoth cones are 
of indestructible iron. And 
seeds can survive, germinate, 
grow, reproduce, spread, 
even as invasive species that 
are difficult to control. His 
windblown trees that survive 
the harshest elements are 
sculpted in small format, the 
size of bonsai. His medium is 
manufactured steel, yet steel 
is made from earth’s elements. 
For humans are part of nature 
too. We can’t get away from it, 
despite all manner of artificial 

environments. Humans are 
also prolific reproducers, 
perhaps the most invasive 
species on the planet.

These are the kind of 
complexities, dualities, 
spirals of thought that are 
prompted by Elzinga’s work, 
mirroring the spiral structure 
of those iconic pine cones.

Doris Treleaven
Another artist working with 
metal, Doris Treleaven of 
Limehouse also includes 
stained glass, wood and 
acrylics. She takes on large 
and small commissioned 
projects for corporations 
and individuals.

“I make mostly outdoor 
things that I would like in my 
garden,” she says, “like metal 
cats wandering through, or a 
metal chickadee hovering in 
the flowers. It’s like having little 

surprises.” Her Escarpment 
studio has ready-made, 
unique items for sale. Her 
largest projects become main 
features when installed.

“Some of my work is more 
practical, like gates and 
railings, but usually they have 
a creative flair,” she adds. “They 
do need to be functional at 
times and be made to bylaw 
codes. I love it when they let 
me use my imagination to 
take an average project into 
something spectacular.”

Kent Wilkens
Landscape artist Kent Wilkens 
sees inspiration in the earth 
and water all around the 
tip of the Bruce Peninsula. 
Islands, lighthouses, ships, 
lake scenes, buildings and 
Escarpment features line 

� Doris Treleaven did the technical design, all the glass work and installation of this project for a Georgetown company which makes commercial displays and wants 
their building to stand out and showcase their innovative creativity.  Treleaven designed a geometric pattern with a confetti of coloured stained glass. “Leaving the metal 
natural gives the facade an earthy look, yet with a modern edge,” she says. “The stained glass and metal look spectacular at all times of day with multi colours on the 
white stones behind. Our Canadian weather does not affect it. I’m still working on it, eventually creating the theme inside the foyer and offices.” PHOTO BY DORIS TRELEAVEN.

Continued on page 42  �
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� Acrylic artist Kent 
Wilkens in front of some 
of his landscapes in his 
own Golden Gallery, 
Tobermory.

� Sunlight dances 
on this scene by 
Richard Edwards, while 
translucent water in the 
foreground lets you see 
past the waves to the 
bottom of the lake. 
PHOTO BY RICHARD EDWARDS.
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the walls of his own Golden 
Gallery in Tobermory. 

“The gallery is a little oasis of 
tranquility in a sea of busyness 
in the summer, unless we 
are overrun with customers,” 
he notes. “The best view in 
the harbour, a lovely garden 
landscape, our own private 
stream, peaceful paintings, and 
tranquil music all create an 
atmosphere that our customers 
like to return to year after year.”

He uses acrylics and works 
at creating a good composition 
for each painting, consciously 
using the techniques of 

colour balance, perspective 
and detail for specific effect.

“If I get it right, the piece 
has a life of its own, the water 
moves, the wind blows through 
the trees, you can see the 
sun setting,” he adds. “Once 
the work is finished it would 
be nice if the viewer has a 
sense of peace and relaxation, 
a place to daydream and 
forget about the cares of the 
world.” Wilkens also works 
on scenes from the Holy Land 
with Biblical verses included, 
which are meant to provoke 
thought and practical action.

Wilkens used to paint 
on commission, selling 
most of his work before he 
began it. “Currently I will 
not take any commissions 
as I prefer to work on what 
I want to work on, when I 
want to work on it, without 
constraint of time,” he says.

Edwards Art Studios
Richard and Barbara Edwards 
are artists with their own 
gallery in Kagawong on 
Manitoulin Island. Richard 
is a painter and print maker 
and Barbara works in glass. 

Edwards Studios and Art 
Gallery exhibits a wide 
range of artists’ original 
handmade work: paintings, 
serigraphs, stained glass, 
jewellery, woodwork, pottery, 
weaving and batik clothing.

Inspired by nature, 
Richard sketches en plein 
air, or outside on location, 
later using these small 
pieces for larger paintings, 
etchings or serigraphs that 
he creates in the studio.

ARTISTS  Continued from page 27  �  

Continued on page 44 �

� Floyd Elzinga delights in demonstrating how 
his outdoor shower works from a pine cone 

shower head. The shower can be plumbed for 
hot and cold water, if desired.

“If I get it right, the piece has a life of its own, the water moves, the wind blows 
through the trees, you can see the sun setting”— KENT WILKENS
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� Barbara Edwards’ fused glass plate shows a restrained colour palette with 
an abstract pattern.  PHOTO BY RICHARD EDWARDS.

� Floyd Elzinga welds a windblown tree sculpture in his Beamsville studio.



44 Niagara Escarpment Views  •  autumn 2014

� Golden Gallery also carries the work of other artists in a variety of media.

� Richard Edwards’ forest landscape celebrates streams of light.  PHOTO BY RICHARD EDWARDS.

“I hope to communicate a mood or moment in time 
and share my artistic vision with others.” — RICHARD EDWARDS
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Continued from page 43   �

“I try to capture the essence 
of the subject,” he explains. 

“Using painting techniques, 
colours and brush strokes, 
I hope to communicate a 
mood or moment in time 
and share my artistic vision 
with others.” While he mostly 
paints from his own ideas, he 
says he enjoys the challenge 
of doing commissions.

Barbara Edwards has 
worked with glass for the 
past 20 years. Calling it a 

“versatile medium,” she says 
she creates in stained glass, 
fused glass and handmade 
lamp work beads. She will 
also take commissions, 
and has created church 
windows and installations 
in private homes. NEV

Floyd Elzinga
www.floydelzinga.com
905.563.5926

Doris Treleaven
www.metalscape.ca
519.853.9743

Contact Details:
Kent Wilkens
www.wilkens-art.com
www.goldengallerytobermory.com
519.596.2280

Edwards Art Studios
www.edwardsartstudios.com
705.282.0360

� While Elzinga’s seeds may be monumental, his tough, mighty trees are 
small and windblown yet solidly rooted.


