Politicians’ Views: UNESCO Biosphere Designation

Eating Along the
Niagara Escarpment
Continued from page 57

This question was sent to some local politicians. Some responses follow.
In 2012 UNESCO renewed its designation of the Niagara Escarpment as a World Biosphere Reserve. What,
if any, is the significance of this? What does it mean for the Niagara Escarpment?

▶

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE
Bistro Six-One

Reasonably priced food prepared fresh when ordered. Wood-oven thin-crust pizzas.
Interesting local wine list.
61-63 Queen St., Niagara-on-the-Lake, 905.468.2532, bistrosixone.com

Great North American Grill at Hilton Garden Inn

Open daily for breakfast cooked to order, lunch & dinner.
500 York Rd., Niagara-on-the-Lake, 905.984.4200, niagaraonthelake.hgi.com

Old Town Goodies

Fun take-out place or eat at tiny counter. Great paninis,
cappuccino, ice cream, sweets & treats.
29 Queen St., Niagara-on-the-Lake, 289.868.9603.

The Farmhouse Café at Caroline Cellars

Wine country lunches six days a week. Full list of Caroline Cellars wines.
Walk-ins welcome. “A sophisticated twist on homey, feel-good food.”
1010 Line 2, Virgil, 905.468.8814, carolinecellars.com

RAVENNA
Ravenna Country Market

Busy lunch destination for gourmet entrees, soups, sandwiches
made on site from fresh, local, homemade ingredients.
495972 Grey Rd. 2, Ravenna, 519.599.2796, ravennacountrymarket.ca

ROCKWOOD
Heaven on 7 Bistro and Pub

“Great food & reasonable prices.” Philip Algar, Brampton
262 Main St. S., Rockwood, 519.856.2693

Terra
Cotta Inn
The

Enjoy the Magic
of the Country

Hon. Michael Chong, MP for
Wellington-Halton Hills (Conservative Party of Canada)

Kevin Flynn, MPP for
Oakville (Ontario Liberal)

The Niagara Escarpment stretches 725 km from Niagara Falls to Manitoulin Island.
Approximately six million Ontarians live within a short drive of the Escarpment, which
traverses one of the most heavily populated regions of Canada. Rich in biodiversity, this
remarkable natural area covers nearly 2,000 km2 and is home to hundreds of species at risk,
important watersheds, farmlands and 450-million years of geological history.
Recognizing its importance, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) designated the Escarpment as a World Biosphere Reserve in 1990.
A biosphere reserve is an ecologically important area that also supports economic and
recreational activities. In a biosphere reserve, local committees of representatives from
sectors such as agriculture, tourism, business, conservation, and education, work together to
develop projects that link conservation with economic development in their community. These
voluntary committees ensure that the protection of this important ecological area has the
support of local communities. UNESCO’s renewal of this designation in 2012 is a testament
to the hard work of local citizens in protecting this important part of Canada’s natural
environment.

The significance is that it gives the Niagara Escarpment international recognition for the
important ecological and cultural values in an area. It also provides a mechanism based on local
commitment and local ability to apply sound stewardship (and protection where necessary) to
the use of resources in an area to support present and future generations.
We are actually waiting for the final determination in 2014.
As part of the review process, external reviewers appointed by the Canadian Commission
for UNESCO were assigned to prepare a Periodic Review Report. This was completed in
December 2013 and the conclusion of the external reviewers was: “that the Niagara Escarpment
Biosphere Reserve definitely merits continued membership in the world network of Biosphere
Reserves.”
The review Report accompanied by the recommendations has been submitted to UNESCO
(January 2013) and will be considered by the Advisory Committee on Biosphere Reserves, who
will make the final determination on the status of the biosphere reserve designation and provide
confirmation of the final recommendations. We anticipate hearing the results sometime in 2014.
NEC staff is continuing to collaborate with and engage biosphere reserve partners and
stakeholders to promote and support the principles of the Niagara Escarpment Biosphere
Reserve.

Political Representatives
Listed by riding

175 King St.
Terra Cotta
905.873.2223
1-800-520-0920
www.cotta.ca

TERRA COTTA
The Terra Cotta Inn

“One of the most beautiful dining locations in Ontario.” Riverside setting for
weddings, fine dining, hearty pub fare. Four dining rooms, banquet hall, lower
level pub & wine bar with fireplace, outdoor patio in warm seasons.
175 King St., Terra Cotta, 905.873.2223, 1.800.520.0920, cotta.ca

VINELAND
Grand Oak Culinary Market

Eat in or takeout: gourmet meals, deli, bakery & more. Monthly
theme dinners focus on a particular ingredient or idea.
4600 Victoria Ave., Vineland, 289.567.0487, goculinary.ca
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