
The seeds of our future are taking root right now, for better 
or worse. This page shares better, forward-thinking ideas and 
celebrates significant environmental achievements that can help 
us lead the way in creating the Niagara Escarpment as a healthy, 
sustainable example of a thriving World Biosphere Reserve. 
Send us your recommendations for 
good achievements!

Grants for 
EscarpmEnt 
BiosphErE 
consErvancy

Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy will be able to work on more 
trails and land conservation thanks to recent 
grant awards. TD Friends of the Environment Foundation has granted 
them money for trails on the Bruce and Manitoulin Island, and Terra 
Tundra Foundation has granted $15,000 toward land conservation.

Spring Tulips at Royal Botanical Gardens. Photo by Mike Davis

Bird-friEndly 
cErtifiEd hay

With the goal of helping the threatened grassland bird species Boblink 
and Eastern Meadowlark, Credit Valley Conservation is developing a 
Bird-Friendly Certified Hay program. The program will encourage the 
growth of a new crop, hay that is certified as being friendly to grassland 
birds. This should increase the amount of farmed cropland that 
is harvested in a way that protects nesting 
birds. This may mean delaying cutting  until July 15, or upon 
notification by the conservation authority. It is hoped that the certified hay 
would fetch a premium price. For more information, call Mark Eastman, 
905.670.1615 x 430 or see www.creditvalleyca.ca/grasslandrecovery.

2011-2021 is the Decade on Biodiversity: 
Get Involved and Help the World!

Halton-Peel BioDiversity Network (HPBDN) promotes awareness of 
biodiversity within Halton and Peel. We focus on three ways to achieve this:  
education, communication and facilitation.

Some Background
The United Nations General Assembly declared the 10 years between 2011-2020 to be the “Decade on Biodiversity.” In 
2010, in Japan, governments from around the world agreed to a strategic plan, goals and targets, that have become known 
as the “Aichi Targets.” 

What is Biodiversity anyway?
Biodiversity consists of genes, species, ecosystems, and the goods and services they provide. 

What are the Aichi Targets?
They are goals which promote biodiversity for the future:
• Address the underlying cause of biodiversity loss
• Reduce the direct pressures on biodiversity
• Improve the status of biodiversity by safeguarding ecosystems and 

genetic diversity
• Enhance the benefits to all from biodiversity and ecosystem services
• Enhance implementation through participatory planning, knowledge 

management and capacity building

What Halton-Peel BioDiversity Network does:
1. Share knowledge for community action and projects.
2. Enable sustained efforts to mainstream biodiversity.
3. Create a forum for dialogue and action for Halton-Peel groups and stakeholders.
4. Enable residents and stakeholders to understand and contribute to 
international, national and provincial efforts for biodiversity.
5. Create a mechanism to have ongoing capacity building for biodiversity, 
                                    especially as it relates to the 10-year plan of work, the        
                                   Aichi Targets and the Decade on Biological Diversity.
                             6. Strive to contribute to the provincial, national and 
                                international efforts for biodiversity from the unique 
                                    Halton-Peel perspective.

The Nitty Gritty on Biodiversity:

Do you have any ideas that we can help implement?  
Get engaged and bring your ideas to life! 

www.mainstreambiodiversity.ca    905-873-1820

What to do  
in Spring:

Plant native 
plants.

Action Now For Life On Earth
Get Involved. Get Engaged.
Join – Learn – Enable – Act

Genes: units of inherited material, 
which determine what an organism 
looks like, what it is, and how it 
behaves.

Species: a group of organisms 
capable of interbreeding and 
producing fertile offspring. Includes 
plants, animals and micro-organisms.

Ecosystem: a community of 
plants, animals and other species, 
interacting with one another and the 
physical environment around them.

Ecosystem Goods and Services: 
the benefits that people and the 
environment derive from ecosystems, 
including both physical goods and 
ecological services.
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