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Formerly Escarpment Views

As a subscriber to Niagara Escarpment Views, I just received the latest
copy. It is a stunning magazine. The content is solid and the centre
spread is awesome. What a great Beaver Valley shot. Congratulations
Gloria and Mike. The print medium sure has its advantages. Keep up
the fantastic work.
Roy Maxwell, Burlington
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End of an Era:
Photos by Mike Davis

Near Dyer’s Bay, close to the Niagara Escarpment in the far northern part of the
Bruce Peninsula, where southern gardeners would not expect to find an impressive
garden, is one that you may want to visit this year while you still can.
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This will be the last summer and
fall that the public can visit the
beautiful garden Larkwhistle, near
Dyer’s Bay.

to start their gardens in April
and compete to see who could
grow the best flowers.”

In the past I occasionally picked up Niagara Escarpment Views for
free at Foodstuffs where I like to shop. I don’t feel good about this any
more, because NEV is such a great magazine. From now on I want to
pay. You are doing a wonderful job.
Monika Caemmerer, Acton

Hamilton has many beautiful heritage properties which tell
stories from the past and show us how people lived here in
different eras. One of the most famous is Dundurn Castle,
a stunning mansion built by Sir Allan MacNab on a 50-acre
estate overlooking Hamilton Bay. This property has been the
setting of many stories during its lifetime and the kitchen
garden played a surprising number of different roles. Today
it stands in its original glory, having been restored as a living
example of sustenance, beauty and social activity in 1855.

S

ir Allan MacNab was a
local politician for 30
years and the premier
of Canada from 1854
to 1856. He was involved in
many high-profile initiatives
including the establishment
of Hamilton’s first bank and
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arkwhistle is one of the most famous private gardens in
Canada, thanks to several books and magazine articles
its owners have had published over the years. Patrick
Lima and John Scanlan came to the area in 1975 and got
to work creating what has become an inspiration to countless
other gardeners, most with much gentler growing conditions.
What they were faced with is evocatively described by
Lima in their 1992 book The Kitchen Garden: “…a flat field
waist-high in swaying grass. A towering dead elm tree,
gray and barkless, spread its twisted arms against the sky.
A leaning barn, sided with weathered wooden shingles,
sheltered a flock of swallows. Toppling fence posts, looped
with rusty barbed wire, outlined what may once have been
a garden. Half-hidden in tall grass, an old iron hand-pump
stood beside a shoulder of exposed rock. The flat field was
broken here and there by piles of rock, old apple trees and
banks of lilac bushes.”
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You did a wonderful job on the Larkwhistle article. John and Patrick
were thrilled when we visited them on June 23rd. This garden will be
missed by those who have been attracted by it for over 35 years.
Robert Patrick, Hopeness

railway line. The MacNab
family home was finished in
1836 and today there are 40
restored rooms on three floors
which delight and educate
thousands of visitors each year.
Although the Niagara
Escarpment provided a

dramatic visual backdrop to
the community, it was the
property’s location at the
head of Lake Ontario that
was important to MacNab.
He wanted to establish his
own opportunity away from
Toronto and be part of vibrant

and growing Hamilton with its
abundant assets.
Simon Taylor, coordinator
of Dundurn’s historic garden,
feels the kitchen garden
adds a great dimension to
understanding the family’s
life. “This was a working

estate in that period and they
spent time out on the land,
walking and talking, and
going to market,” he says. “It
was functional in that it fed
people, impressed people and
it is where the girls talked
about how delightful it was

Authentic Restoration
The diaries of MacNab’s
daughters were just one
source of information used to
recreate the two-acre garden
in its original location, a
short walk from the house.
“The fact that the garden
gate has a direct axis to the
drawing room door shows
how important this part of the
property was to the family,”
explains Taylor. As one of the
prettiest rooms in the house,
the drawing room was often
used for entertaining and this
included strolling through the
beautiful garden.
A landscape architect
created a restoration plan
based on archeological
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Here is Helen’s reply:
I am glad that you enjoyed both the article and the picture and
absolutely, go ahead with your painting. The picture of the volunteer
in the long dress costume was one of my favourites from the kitchen
garden. She had such enthusiasm for her role and really appeared as
though she were in the garden’s original days.
Helen Powers, Hamilton
A few issues back [Autumn 2011] the centre spread waterfall was
identified as “Kilbride Falls.” I grew up less than five miles from the falls
and have always known it as Cumminsville Falls. I attempted to email
you at the time but the email did not go through and I did not have
time to do a follow up.
Bob Newell, Waterdown

John and I want to thank you for the fine story and photo spread about
Larkwhistle in NEV. You and Mike did an excellent job with photos
and text, and I especially appreciate that you quoted my thoughts
and words at length at the end of the article - not every publication
is willing to put out a serious and strongly worded “message” about
environmental deterioration, for fear of “upsetting” or “bothering”
some readers. Anything that encourages people to appreciate any aspect
of the natural world, such as the Escarpment, may also strengthen
conservation measures.
Patrick Lima, Dyer’s Bay

Larkwhistle's Last Public Season
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▲ Simon Taylor, coordinator of the
estate’s historic garden, delights
in sharing and hearing stories
about the garden’s history.

Written and photographed by Helen Powers
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By Gloria Hildebrandt

Stories
from the
Kitchen
Garden at
Dundurn
Castle

I am emailing you to get permission from Helen Powers to paint the
beautiful photo that she took of the kitchen garden at Dundurn. I have
never visited but am considering it this summer. I have been painting
most of my life and want to paint everything I see - but once in a while
something very special comes by and I really want to paint it then. This
is one of them. Great article also Helen!
Diane Miller, Georgetown

◀ The Kitchen Garden at Dundurn
Castle, Hamilton, has been restored
to resemble the way it was in the
1850s. Visitors especially enjoy
seeing garden staff and volunteers
in their period costumes.

Kilbride Falls, Cedar Springs Rd., Burlington
Photograph by Joseph Hollick

Here’s a response from Joseph Hollick, photographer of the photo:
Often waterfalls have more than one name due to property owner
changes or change in names of areas or landmarks. The difficulty in
finding the “correct” or “oldest” or “most common” name is that
often there is no documented reference to the older names (no vintage
postcard showing this waterfall or nothing comes up on a Google
search). Thank you to Niagara Escarpment Views magazine for
❦
publishing the photo of this waterfall as someone reading it was able to
produce the first documented reference to its older name.
Further research could be done to see if there ever was a vintage postcard, photo, map or letter referring
to this waterfall as Cumminsville Falls, however it does appear that this waterfall was located in what was
known as the pioneer village of Cumminsville in the mid 1800s. Therefore Cumminsville Falls could be
the oldest name with Kilbride Falls being the newest name, but not necessarily the most correct name.
Joseph Hollick
Escarpment Views
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Autumn 2011

Editor’s note: What do the rest of you call these falls? Kilbride, Cumminsville or something else?

Nominated for
Halton Hills
Chamber of
Commerce
Entrepreneur of
the Year Award!
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We received a copy of a letter outlining eight points of
concern regarding a review of the Aggregate Resources
Act and two recent hearings in the Blue Mountain
(Collingwood) area. The writer’s note to us is:

QUARRY
www.ndact.com

Hamilton's Dundurn Castle Kitchen Garden
Owen Sound to Leith on Tom Thomson Trail
200 Years After Battle of Stoney Creek

NEW column! Bob Barnett on Land Conservation
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Spring 2013
(March,
April, May)

I believe we should not allow any quarries in the Niagara Escarpment
Plan area.
George Powell, Collingwood

Larkwhistle
garden in June.
Photo by Robert Patrick
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