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View From the Editor’s Desk
Preventing Inappropriate Quarries
concerned citizens is having to
re-invent the wheel and get up
to speed. Perhaps Dan O’Reilly’s
feature can give people some
ideas and save them some time,
so their chances of protecting
the Niagara Escarpment can be
greater. I’m sure that everyone
wishes that protection of our
natural areas and farmlands was
stronger and more permanent.
Something seems wrong when
private citizens have to be so
vigilant. Shouldn’t that be the job
of our government ministries and
agencies?
If you take issue with any of
this, I invite you to write me. We
may publish your views, because
we’re delighted to be a forum for
discussion.
Also in this issue: a new
column on private land
conservation by Bob Barnett
of Escarpment Biosphere
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Gloria
P.S. Keep wild spaces for wild animals.

Write us at editor@NEViews.ca
or Niagara Escarpment Views
50 Ann St., Georgetown ON L7G 2V2.

Gloria in two-fisted drinking, reporter mode at the Twenty
Valley Winter WineFest in Jordan Village on Jan. 12. Hard
work but somebody has to do it… PHoTo BY MIkE DAVIS.

t can be done.
David slew Goliath.
Community groups have
triumphed over quarry
applications. When we heard the
news that the Highland quarry
application was withdrawn, we
counted three recent successes
by community groups all along
the Niagara Escarpment and
asked professional writer Dan
O’Reilly to see if there might be
any lessons for others. His article
on page 30 shares his findings.
It is no easy thing for citizens
with busy lives and families to
care for, to take on the mammoth
task of learning about regulations,
legislations and the sciences, not
to mention raising the money
to pay for lawyers and experts,
in order to conduct an effective
objection to an economic activity

Conservancy and our Winter
2012’s Niagara Escarpment
Visionary. Ken Haigh returns
with a story about Tom
Thomson’s connections to
the Tom Thomson Trail. Tess
Bridgwater reports from the
200-year-old front lines of the
Battle of Stoney Creek. Helen
Powers has us yearning for warm
weather with her profile of the
kitchen garden at Dundurn
Castle and Sean James suggests
companion planting as a way to
protect our sustainable gardens.
There’s much to celebrate this
spring, so get out into Nature!

that will permanently alter
their part of Ontario’s natural
or rural areas. In other words,
taxpayers often have to spend
money, energy and time from
their non-working hours, to
oppose professionals representing
corporations with large financial
objectives. “Ordinary” people
have to battle paid professionals
who are working full time for
financial gain. The former have to
sacrifice in order to keep things
the same. The latter stand to make
significant profits. Which has
more motivation and resources?
It’s not an equal contest. These
successes are therefore all the
more significant.
Sadly, this has been
happening up and down the
length of the Escarpment
for decades. Every group of

There’s more content online
at our newly redesigned
website: www.NEViews.ca:
▶ Twenty Valley Winter Winefest
▶ PM’s Visit to Ford: Auto Funding & Idle No More
▶ Memoir Writing by Sarah Yates
▶ 2012 Halton Hills Christmas House Tour
▶ Niagara Textile Project

Like our Facebook page & share your
Niagara Escarpment news at

www.facebook.com/N.E.Views
Correction: Guest Matthew Pope will accompany pianist and conductor
Ron Greidanus and the Georgetown Bach Chorale at the March 3 concert
“Relics of the Romantic Era” at Norval United Church at 8 p.m. An ad for the
concert gave an incorrect name for the guest performer. We regret the error.
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Nominated for
Halton Hills
Chamber of
Commerce
Entrepreneur of
the Year Award!
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Hamilton's Dundurn Castle Kitchen Garden
Owen Sound to Leith on Tom Thomson Trail
200 Years After Battle of Stoney Creek

NEW column! Bob Barnett on Land Conservation
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You are right on with your comment “Shouldn’t that be the job of our government ministries and agencies.” The
only problem is that the three major political parties of Ontario are either run by BIG business or unions and are
so concerned with economic growth that the environment and/or low to middle income earners only come into
play at election time. In my opinion the NON-RENEWABLE resources of our beautiful country should be owned
by the people and not private companies. That means if you buy a farm and plant grain or corn or trees for profit,
that is a renewable resource but if you want to dig out 1,000,000 tonnes of gravel and sell it to your neighbor or
to the G.T.A. that is removing a NON-RENEWABLE resource from a municipality and a county with very little
compensation for the locals. I live in a municipality that is rich in aggregate and without better planning I believe
West Grey will look like Caledon in years to come. We already have locations with four pits within one mile. As a
municipal councillor and a candidate for the Green Party in the last provincial election, my opinion is that aggregate
sites could be run by the local county and costs for material would be fair for all contractors. Sites would have a
termination date so locals would know that the site would be rehabilitated in a fixed year and not open ended.
We all know we need aggregate, I just ask for better planning. We have to start living sustainable and planning for
sustainability.
Don Marshall, Durham, West Grey
As a resident of the Niagara Escarpment, I’m as relieved as anyone else that Highland Companies lost the argument
and they won’t be allowed to dig that enormous pit in Melancthon Township. But amidst all the celebrations, I have
yet to see anyone, anywhere, properly address the underlying issue. Do you live in a cardboard box? Of course not, and
neither do I. But if you don’t, then you are a consumer of aggregate. Do you drive a car? Work in an office building?
Send your kids to a brick-and-mortar school? Attend a house of worship? Shop in a mall? None of our houses, buildings
or roads could have been constructed without the sand, cement and gravel that came from quarries. The material
that would have come from the potato fields adjacent to highway 124 will now have to come from some other
pit elsewhere. So, presumably, some other group will soon have to form itself up and begin organizing the garage sales
to raise the money to hire the lawyers to fight the proposed pit in their neighbourhood. Sigh. There will have to be
many solutions to this conundrum. We need to develop smarter ways to build more efficient buildings. We need to get
back to building smaller houses. We need to stop building so many roads. We need to invent better building materials
and we need to do a much better job of recycling used materials. On the other hand, there will always be lots of people
who love browsing at garage sales.
Richard Griffith, Ravenna
[Editor’s note: Highland Companies voluntarily withdrew their application for a quarry.]
I have just finished reading your spring issue, and was so heartened by the article describing the successful efforts
by citizen groups to prevent the development of inappropriate quarries. Our current government seems hell-bent on
making protection of the environment the least of its concerns. It will take the ongoing will and power of the people
to fight such short sightedness. The success of the three groups you describe brings me hope that sustained and
thoughtful planning by citizen groups can bring about positive change.
Margaret Thompson, Tobermory
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[The following comment was in response to our question on our Facebook page about whether the cover of the
Spring 2013 issue is politically offensive.]

Publishers’
Diary:

I don’t think it’s offensive at all. It is certainly a departure from your other covers which are always very beautiful
but sometimes you need to grab people’s attention over a very important and worthwhile cause. Protecting our
environment and biodiversity is not an easy task especially when we have political leaders who are easily swayed
by big business. There was an article in the Toronto Star… that quoted our PC Leader Tim Hudak saying that the
Liberal government should protect jobs more than turtles, birds, and snakes. He wants to slash the regulations that
protect endangered species that undermine business and agriculture. How unbelievably shortsighted. Kudos to your
cover!
Rita Waterman, through Facebook.com/N.E.Views

Zipping the
Thunderbird
By Gloria Hildebrandt
Photos by Mike Davis

▲ You expect me to
go on that? The start
of the Thunderbird.

Up to this point,
I knew that, I noticed what seems to be a large change
I love this publication and that is why I am a subscriber. IHaving
said
could always back
out. But now that I’m
in printing resolution of the pictures. They seem washedclipped
outto the
orzipunderexposed
but I think that perhaps the colour
line,
the gate in front of me
separation is just not as good as it was. This is so disappointing
how many very beautiful pictures are in the
is being loweredgiven
and I’m
off, soaring above the
the whole
wide
issue. Have you changed printers or was this just a badtrees,print
run?
Shelley Mycan, Acton
world open all around
me, my destination a tiny,
unknown speck in the
distance. I am very high, all
alone, and I am riding down
from the Escarpment on the
Thunderbird. I am terrified.

Although we didn’t notice a problem ourselves, and this was the only criticism we received about the print quality,
we checked with our printer. No problem was identified. We do appreciate your concern for the quality of our
magazine.
Editor
I always look forward to reading your magazine but upon review of the recent editions of Escarpment Views I noticed
not one article on the new transmission line for the wind turbines coming down the Escarpment to Mountainview Rd
in Beamsville. What a shame that they will be cutting a big swath down the Escarpment, placing massive poles and
ripping out thousands of trees. This landscape will be ruined for life. I guess the rules are different when money talks.
28
Barb Condotta, Jordan
Winter
◀ Look up…way up. The
50-foot staircase to the
Twin Zip Line platform.
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▲ No turning back. Being
hooked to the zip line.

Gloria Hildebrandt on a lonely
ride on the Thunderbird
Twin Zip Line. ▼

n August Mike and I were
invited to a media day to
experience the newest
attraction at Scenic Caves
Nature Adventures near
Collingwood. The Thunderbird
Twin Zip Line starts high on
the Escarpment and extends
for almost half a mile, dropping
down about 300 feet. It is the
longest zip line in southern
Ontario, and the longest twin
zip line in Ontario. It is also the
only zip line in Ontario that lets
you control your speed. Believe
me, I was working the speed
control.
Mike was not able to ride
the twin zip line beside me
because he is too big. It would
be great if this restriction
could be changed, because
there are plenty of people like
Mike who are big, athletic,
strong, fit and capable of
enjoying it. As a population,
we are growing, and there is
a market among the heavier
end of the spectrum. Mike
has plenty of experience
rappelling, rock climbing
and caving, and would be
completely at home on the
Thunderbird.
It’s a great name for this
ride. Ojibwa people who lived
here centuries ago referred
to Thunderbirds and even a
Thunderbird’s nest on Blue
Mountain. On this ride, you
fly like a bird and streak like
lightning.
The first thing you have
to do is get weighed to make
sure that you’re not over
the weight maximum of 260
pounds. Mercifully, instead of
giving your exact weight, the
scale shows whether you’re in
the acceptable range or in the
red and can’t ride. There is a
weight minimum, too, of 50
pounds. Riders must also be
between four feet and 6’10”
tall. Next, you get suited up
with a helmet, harness around
the hips and legs and a heavy
backpack of equipment to
attach you to the zip line.

It was really nice to see you and
chat for a bit at the Halton Eco
Festival. Thank you very much
for the free issues of Niagara
Escarpment Views. I had a big
laugh when I read the story of you
zipping the Thunderbird. I would
have felt exactly the same. I will
take my son there. He will love it. I
am not brave enough to ride the zip
line, but I will take lots of photos
of my son and enjoy to see, how
much fun he has.
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Monika Caemmerer,
Acton
▶ Winter

Happy Birthday everyone! It seems
a fitting statement this year since the
Niagara Escarpment Commission and
the Niagara Escarpment Plan turn 40
in 2013. The Iroquoian Club of the
Bruce Trail Conservancy is turning 50
this year (anyone else?) and Coalition
on the Niagara Escarpment (CONE)
turns 35. It is a great time to celebrate
the Niagara Escarpment World
Biosphere Reserve, especially after
the Canadian Biosphere Reserves
Association review last year which
confirmed the UNESCO designation.

With mega quarries and highways and pipelines all threatening
the Escarpment, the swell of public
support for protection seems to be at
an all-time high. It’s much needed,
too. Who knows what protections
may be in place in the future? So it’s
the perfect time to ride the wave of
public support and spread the word
as much as we can… all of us who
care about the Niagara Escarpment.
So wherever you are along the
“Giant’s Rib”, I encourage all the
groups involved in its preservation

to attend the Biosphere Bash
at Ball’s Falls this July 7 and
showcase the good work we all
do. Niagara Escarpment Views,
CONE, the Bruce Trail, the Giant’s
Rib Discovery Centre and local
Conservation Authorities are
hosting the event and hope to make
it an annual thing to celebrate our
unique World Biosphere Reserve.
Tell your friends, and hope to
see you there!
Chris Hamilton, Burlington
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