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Summer Vacation Special!

6 Great Places to Visit
By Gloria Hildebrandt Photos by Mike Davis

Reflecting
Niagara Escarpment
lifestyles & values

Here is a tour of Manitoulin Island you can take by car in a few days, with suggested places
that you could visit. Be sure to leave enough time for detours and stops to enjoy unplanned
opportunities that you come across, such as small museums, lighthouses, even a Powwow!

Robert Bateman
on Development
Manitoulin Island:
6 great places to visit

1.

Cup and Saucer Trail
When visiting
Manitoulin Island,
Escarpment lovers
will want to see the views from
the Cup and Saucer Trail, one of
the most popular trails in all of
Ontario. This is where the Niagara
Escarpment is most dramatically
visible on Manitoulin. The trail
entrance is about 18 km west of
Little Current, at the intersection
of Hwy 540 and Bidwell Rd.
There are 12 km of hiking trails
to follow on several paths, so you
can spend from 15 minutes to
four hours, whatever suits you.
Parts of the trail are very steep,
but the views are worth it!
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Just ran across the magazine when
we got it at Foodland in Hillsburgh –
and love it! ... Continued success!
Bruce Hood, email

Escarpment Visionary

Charles Hildebrandt 1925 – 2012

by Gloria Hildebrandt

C

harles
Hildebrandt, my
father, died in
April of this year
and a surprising number
of people wrote comments
on our blog and sent
cards and emails saying
he changed their lives.
His family was amazed
because although he was
not shy about mentioning
his achievements, he
never talked about this. He
may never have known.
As a youth in Germany
he developed a love for
nature. An opponent of the
Nazi party, he was required
to work at shipbuilding
in his beloved Hamburg.
When the factory was
bombed out, he took the
Charles Hildebrandt, 2011, the last summer of his life. Photo by Mike Davis.
opportunity to appear to
leanings of council, became
have died and waited out the rest
trails, built bridges over little
disillusioned with local politics
of the war by living in forests. After
streams, and a boardwalk through
and decided not to run again.
the war, when emigrating to new
the swamp which filled with marsh
In 1964 the family moved
opportunities in Canada, he chose to
marigolds and irises. He placed
work off his passage as a lumberjack to a parcel of land north of
handmade benches throughout the
the Niagara Escarpment in the
because of his love of the forest.
property. He planted many trees,
Georgetown area. This land was
He settled with his wife and
but also let the land regenerate,
undesirable for farming because
two daughters in Georgetown in
changing from a beef cattle
of its rocks, marshy areas and
the late 1950s. He created a large
pasture back to a mixed woodlot.
seasonal streams. Cows had eaten
garden and explored surrounding
He volunteered for The Bruce
everything except some huge
undeveloped lands. He was a town
Trail as a writer for newsletters
ancient hardwood trees, cedars and and as a hike leader. Eventually
councillor when he first heard a
hawthorns. Charles had a vision
presentation to council by Ray
he craved greater challenges
of a nature preserve or animal
Lowes about the dream of a Bruce
and began organizing hikes
sanctuary. He enlarged the cows’
Trail, and immediately became a
and camping trips to wilderness
sloppy watering hole into a large
member. He served two terms and
areas of Ontario. He practised
spring-fed pond, created walking
then, because of pro-development
orienteering backpacking off trails,

following contour maps
by compass and leading
groups for a weekend
to two weeks at a time,
summer and winter,
through the deeper
wilds of Ontario Crown
land, even going further
afield, to wilderness
areas around the world.
Close to home, he
hosted tree identification
workshops and
birdwatching walks. He
could feed guests from the
wild, giving tastes of wild
leeks, ginger and a tree
leaf he called pioneers’
dental anaesthetic. Wild
blackberries and grapes
grew in abundance and
he made his own juice
and jelly even in the
last year of his life. His
property is designated a Managed
Forest by Ministry of Natural
Resources under The Woodlands
Improvement Act. His vision was
that of a steward who has a gentle
touch on land, preserving and
protecting it for wild animals,
plants and humans, in that order.
He was a contributor to this
magazine, having written “Spring
in the Living Garden” for Spring
2008 and “Planting for Summer
Bloom” for Summer 2009. We
were looking forward to more work
from him, because even at the age
of 87, in some ways it seemed as
if he was just getting started. EV
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View from Cup and Saucer Trail, Manitoulin Island
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Your magazine should be commended for its great content and gorgeous
photos!! It is both an educational tool as well as a great tourism resource for
those interested in our uniquely beautiful area!
Kristin Luoma,
Economic Development Officer,
Town of Northeastern Manitoulin and the Islands

We received Escarpment Views today in which I read that your father died last
month. We express our deepest sympathy to you and your sister Barbara. I was
in Austria April 20 to May 7 and after my return planned on sending him an
email telling him how I envisioned him riding his bycicle, along with a friend,
from Passau to Prague (I believe) at the age of 75. We drove along the Danube
and saw many cyclists along the way; that is when I thought of him. He was
a man very much alive and in tune with all aspects of it.
Jerry and I visited your father late last summer when he walked us around
the property with Thomas the dog always by his side, telling us how he had
developed the property over the years. When we left he gave me a copy of his
beautiful “THE LIVING GARDEN” which I treasure and enjoy reading. We
continued to be in touch by email so became aware of the issue with his lungs. I
hope he did not have to suffer greatly.
Marianne Schroeder & Jerry Sawchyn, Hamilton
I’m sure your father Charles made the transition to the “other” reality with a
heart full of peace – having particpated in the work of caring for the natural
world in a noble way. Here’s to a life well lived.
Pamela Friendly, Brampton
I enjoyed reading the tribute you wrote to your dad in the magazine. It would
seem that he started the work you and Mike are continuing and that all of the
Niagara Escarpment will be a richer place because of you and your family.
Sarah Yates, Winnipeg
A friend and I decided to hike along the Bruce Trail in the Pretty River Valley
Provincial Park on Canada Day. We made it to the highest point on the Niagara
Escarpment, marked at 540 meters above sea level on signage provided by the
Bruce Trail Conservancy. The Pretty River Valley is located 83 km southeast of
Owen Sound and is part of the Niagara Escarpment Parks system, the Niagara
Biosphere Reserve and is also part of the Blue Mountain Watershed system. I
snapped this photo of a Pretty River tributary that cascades alongside the trail
close to where we parked our vehicle on the Pretty River road.
Rita Waterman, Simcoe
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